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CHAP. XV. 

RATTLE called on his friend 
Ramble, and took him with 
him to the Shakefpeare; the mem- 
bers had affembled fome time; they 
confided of a motley group of all 
clafles, all complexions, and all na- 
tions • The chair was filled with 
old Noify, a man of fome confe- 
B 2 guence 
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<luenGC in the opinion of the fociety, 
and more fo in his own ,- he was one, 
who had long been the bell-weather 
of the flock. A man, with a fuUeh 
countenance, and hanging eye-brows, 
that prevented his eyes declaring the 
mifchief brooding in his heart. He 
hated Kings and King's-men, but it 
•was only becaufe he was not on the 
lift himfelf. This man had been ha- 
ranguing the company for near an 
hour and an half, and had not done 
yet. He w as, when Ramble entered, 
on the fubjed of republicanifm. 
" Monarchy, (faid he) could only be 
" the invention of tyrants, who wilhed 
^J to enflavfe the people, and make them 

<« fubfervient 
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** fubfervient to their own purpofes, 
^ If kings had no fuch wilh> whit 
** were they ? Idols, puppets, to whofc 
•' office was annexed a troublefome, 
^' and ridiculous— nay, I may call it, a 
** blafphemous ceremony,, afliiming that 
«* homage, that ftiould be paid only to 
** the Deity ; an office to which the 
*' good fenfe of the people is facrificed, 
" and a million of their money yearly. 
•* Why are we, gentlemen, to work 
*^ hard ? — Why is the honefl fhoe-ma- 
*' ker, the taylor> the button-maker, 
" the turner, and a thoufand other re* 
'' fpeftable tradefmcn, to deprive their 
^ wives and children of comfort an<l 
*J neccflarics, to cloath, amufe, and 
B 3 " pamper 
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" psimper a gilded puppet ? 'Tis true^ 
«' I have no wife nor child, at Icaft 
«* fuch as I would call fo> but never- 
*• thelefs I feel for you all. — God 
*^ knows my heart — I fpeak not from 
•' private intereft. Whether we have 
«* a king or no king, it is all the fame to 
'* me. I have no money, that I care a fig; 
" for. What I win to day, I lofe to mor- 
*' row, and what I may lofe to-morrow», 
** I may win the day after. To a fingle 
•' man, life's a lottery. He is the child 
" of fortune. The world contributes to 
•^ fupport me. One feeds me, another 
" cloathcs me, and if I cannot pay them, 
*' in cafh, I will in breath. No man 
" fliall ftopmy mouth. Words are the 
•* only things I have to give, and I will 
64-, . " never 
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^» never fparc them* If they choak my 

" utterance above, I will pour them 

*' forth below. A f— t for them all. I 

" care not who leaves me, or who keeps 

''with me. I can^^«^ without fupport, 

«' alk mother A — ^ Ihe'll vouch for me. 

•* I have no wife or children but you ; 

'' it is for you, and you only, that 

'' I have ftruggled through life, and 

'* for you I will ftruggle, whilft 

" I have lungs and fpirits. In 

" fhort, gentlemen, you are always 

^' fure of me. I am a republican all 

** over; will oppo/e depot i/m, vi et 

s' armis, and fight for your interejl^ pe- 

« dibufque manibufque." 

« Till 1 am 
•* in place ; Mr. Prefidcnt, I fhall nac 

" think 



( « y 

^ think that adminiftration confuFts^ 
^ its own intereff ; they ought to^ 
•• ha their freends aboot them, (fays- 
Saunders Macpherfon a brawny 
Scotch-man, who fat impatiently 
waiting for an opportunity of vent- 
ing his farcafms'. " It would be 
'•"happy for his maajefty, if au hii^ 
•* freends were as muckk in his in- 
'' tercft, as Saunders Macpherfon, wha^ 
" has travelled in his kirtle far o'er 
•* the Highlands,, in defence of pre- 
'^ rogative. An ye had any difcern. 
'' ment, you would ken the bleffings- 
*' of the prefent eftabliihment. Be- 
"fore our good Jamie fat on the 
*' throne of this country, ye were aw 
«a parcel of raggamuffins, like the 

^ Sam 
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*« Sans Culottes at Paris, running 
** your heeds againft each other, in 
« fearch of a fcurvey laffie, ye call . 
** leeberty, who has played you mo- 
•* nie a Ihrewd trick. She fhewed 
'• you a bonny vifage, to mack you 
•* in loov wi her, . and then turned 
** her ragged breech upon you. It 
'* was oor Jamie that taught you 
** to be weefe; he took the dirk out 
" of your hands, that you might not 
•* Cut your fingers, and let you ken 
*' that happinefs was in aw your 
" reach. Has not he' and his fuc- 
"ceffors given flc encouragement to 
*« trade and commerce, that you 
" may, if you pleafe, indulge your 
*' luxuries, nay your yery veece3 ? 
B 5 . Ha 
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•* Ha they *not put you in the way 
•* to get :fic plenty of pouns, that * . 
''you may throw them awa and be 
•' nae the poorer ? for what you lack 
« in cafli> you find in credit. There's 
•' yon bonny chield^ Johnny Latitat, 
•« thftt will tell you the fame; he 
** win tell you that he has mair 
" pouns^ than he kens^ what to da 
•* wi. Where then, in the name of 
•* St. Andrew, is there caufe of grum- 
••bling? Why winnayou be content? 
•« Money appears of fo little value^ 
^ in the prefent, happy times, that 
^ each man feem* to ha mair of it 
^ than he wilhes, or he winna part 
^ wi it fo reedily. We are aw fen- 
^ fible of the condefcenfion of oor 

"government 
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« government — Are not the king's 
" meenifters ready for a little of this 
" ftufF, which is of nae value, and< 
** which we feem to let nae ftore by, 
'* to gee us permeeffion to ufe core 
*' aine jades^ to employ oui aincfer-^ 
'^ vants, to breathe the fccih aif^..and\ 
^* enjoy the Iceght of the day? And ■ 
" that we may nae want a qjwntity of > 
••money to pay for fie indulgcncics^:, 
**'what can be maer.confiderate than ^ 
^ to leemit . our . amufementt,^ and : 
*• keep us frae- fpending our, timic : 
**-idly? Thatgued hearted man Ja- - 
** mie> departed frae his^ aine fertile: 
**- country to take up his refidence in:- 
<* South Britain, where your fineft>ptn>- 
•**fpec1s^ without a mountain^ are nae. 
B 6.. ** mair ^ 
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** mair to be compared with the 
" profpei^s of the North, than a 
" ladle, with fine eyne and good 
«* complexion, but without a^ nofe in 
" her face, is to anc who has 
" every ftriking feature. You may 
'* tell us that he was glad to get 
'•into the South, that he might taftc 
*' your peaches and your ne<9arines, 
" and your other fine fruits ; but in 
^* gued troth, where would ha been 
^' fie fruits, but for the gardeners of 
" North Britain, who are as farprefera- 
" blc to the fruits, as the creator is 
** to the created. Every country has 
'* its boaft, England may have a gooci 
*« cleemct for peaches and nedarines, 
« it may excel in arts, as France 
^ " docs 
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*' does in wine, Arabia in horfes, and 
** Spain in wool. But I declare by Sr. 
*' Andrew, no country can produce 
*' better men and women than Scot- 
•' land ; they are oor llaple commodity ; 
*' they are au men of learning, and 
'' we export a great number to en- 
'* rich other countries. Even Lon- 
'' don is the better for them, and 
*' you ought to be thankful, that our 
" Jamie led the way. Had he been 
" weefe and fteed in his aine country, 
'* you would now ha been as favagc 
*' as your anceftors, but he removed; 
'* himfel here, made London the 
** capital of Scotland, and held his 
'^ court at St. James's, which is lit- 
*• tie better than an ho/jpital ; when 
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^ he might have figured away wit6 
•* more fplendor and comfort inHoly*^ 
•• rood houfe, in Edinburgh ; fothat do 
«• ye ken maeller prefident, Jamie 
^< coming to London^ brought aa our 
••iiobcelity and gentry here too; 
•* and here they arc fpending 
*' their cftatcs among an ungrate* 
« ful rabble. What would EngUnd ' 

^ ha been, but for the union? 

" She ha& grown wealthy; fhc has^^ 
^* acquired a million and a half 
«' of freends, that would otherwife ha > 
«* beca her enemies* She has ac- 
** quired fecurity. There is no door 
•* open now, by which, the French. 
«* can penetrate your country. They 
y dare as ioon be d-«-n'd as. attempt 

to ,. 



i '5 ) 

*' to invade Scotland j fo that if you 
*' can but defend your own coafts^ you 
«' may bid the de'el kifs your weem. 
•* Yet, ye are au grumbling ; ye are nac 
•' grateful nor contented, but ye want 
•• to pull down your monarch, zxid be- 
** come as favage as your fore&thenr. 
•« In gucde troth, Mr. Prefident, we^ are 
^ under great obligation to govern*^ 
*' ment, and ought tp be very proud 
^^our king.** 

^ That dunderhead^ Mp., 
^ Chairman^ that rails at all meafuresj^ 
^ that do not accoid with his incUna«- 
^ tions, (fays Neddy Turncoat, a ftout, 
tall man, who had once been, 
of another way of thinking than 
when he loie up to fpeak, and 

who 
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who then took the part of oppo- 
lition^ becaufe he thought oppofition 
was on the eve of getting into place) 
*^ That dunderhead^ (fays he) difco- 
** vers very little fagacity, and can 
" have no retrofpecft to the excellence 
«• of the Britifh conftitution. He is a 
«« mere creature of his own fancy, and 
*' illumined only by the glare of a de- 
** ceitful meteor, the ignis fatuus of a 
" fhallow mind, that leads him into 
« bottomlefs bogs, and over dreadful 
*' precipices. • The man who lifts his 
« hand againft theprefent government, 
« reminds me of the giant in Mother 
»' Goofe's Tales, who, in the intem- 
«* perence of his wrath, tore up a vaft 
^< oak by the roots^ and brandifhed it 

*'in 
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ff iiT his hand, crying. Fee, fau, funn 
« I fmell the blood of an Englifliman ! 
" 1 am a plain inan, Mb Chairfnan, 
^ and love to ufe plain word ; and;. 
•5 when I fpeak of the conftitution of 
" this country, I fpeak the language of a 
♦* plain citizen, not verfed in oratory, 
•* or bred in the fcbool of rhetorick. 
«' When. I fpeak of the three cftates of 
•» the realhi,. the King,, the Lords, and. 
'* the Common^ 1 approach the Com- 
« mons, with refpedt, the Lords with 
^ deference, and the King with awci 
<* I confider each as a check upon the 
''other, and each incapable of doing 
" any harm; but, coUedively, it is like 
♦« the tria in unoj where the whole com- 
^ bined, is perfeft ; and where one 

'' power 
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^ power cannot d£iy but in union with 
*' the other two. AH muft be wrong, 
*^ or each muft be right. Whoever, 
" then, fliall gainfay this trinity, is a 
*^ blafphemer of the ftate, an incendi- 
*' ary, a feditious fellow, running about 
*' with a torch in his hand, to fet fire to 
" the conftitution. He is a fecond 
^' Guy Faux, attempting to blow up 
" both houfes of Parliament ; a wretch, 
«« that covets only, as do that defpe- 
«« rate affembly on the other fide the 
" water, to embruc his hands in his 
•' couittry's blood. And, after all, was 
*' the Genius of this ifle to withdraw its 
*^ patronage, and exclude it from the 
. *« orb of its influence ; was a revolu- 
" tion to take place, a fubverfion of 

♦^ things 
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••things to enfuc, and the reverend 
•• Bifhopsdcgraded>and madctoftarve> 
•' as do the French Prelates, in a fo- 
•* reign garret, upon fix-pence ^ day ; 
" was the dignity of thie peerage to he 
«* trampled on, and their auguft houfe 
" laid in ruins ; ia fliort, was our wife 
** and keen-fighted monarch tumbled 
" from his throne ; thefe mifcreants*. 
•' that bellow forth equality, thefe ITrc- 
*' and-faggot men, thefe incendiaries 
** of the ftate, thefe murderers of jthe 
" peace and .happinef3 of . mank^d^ 
"might have their wiflii they inighc 
^ huzza, ^^d trample ov^r.thc devafta- 
«* tation they oGcafioni ht 'wb&t wouIS. 
"^ it all tend to?'' 

Order, Order,. Order t 
«* was^ 
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was vociferoufly called for, by the op- 
pofition part of the r5om, and Patrick 
O'Conner, an Irifliman, was louder than 
the reft. — " I beg lave, Mr. Prefident, 
•' (faid he} to call the jontleman, that 
** fpoke laft, to order ; and to tell him 
" a little bit of a fecret ; thai thofe who 
^^ contend for leeberty^ arc neither 
" torch-carriers, incendiaries, normur- 
" derers; that Patrick O'Conner, that 
« is to fay, my own felf, is one of the 
*' leeberty-boys in Dublin; but, though 
** I was born in that city, I am, never^ 
'Vthelefs, d'ye fee, an Englifliman. 
« It matters not at all where a man is 
« born; he is not a horfe, becafe he was 
" born in a ftable. Our principles, Mr. 
^^ Prefidcnt, are to ovcrtrow arbitrary 

*' OWCF 
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^ power, tyranny, and infolence ; and 

*' little Patrick O'Conner will never be 

*' wanting in his part, whilft he is 

*' able to wield a fliilelah. Let me 

" tell you, that our conftitution is no . 

^' conftitution at all, at all ; that the 

** law was given, as Tommy Paine fays, 

** by a rogue of a conqueror, whofe 

^' name I have forgot; and it would be 

" well for this country, if the Dukes 

'' and the Lx)rds of Manors, d'ye fee, 

*' forgot it too ; we fhould have no fuch 

*' fquabbling about a filly hare, or an 

'^ infignificant partridge. The feudal 

*^ fyftem, Mr. Prefident, which*, by 

^» fhe bye, is a fyftem of oppreflion, 

" was introduced by this fame con- 

*^ queror ; and the government, in that 

I '* man's 
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** man's hands, was a government of 
^ defpotifm. When he parcelled out 
*' the lands, which he took from their 
•' right owners, among his banditti, 
*' he gave the ftafF out of his own 
** hands ; for, in a (hort fpace of time, 
*^ inftcad of one tyrant in this country, 
*' there were many — fait, and you may 
<' fay that too, there were two or three 
*' hundred. Thefe men governed in- 
*' ftead of the King, and gave one of 
•^ the rienry's, I am told, (the De'el 
*' burn him) leifure to play the fame 
« game in Ireland, and enflave our 
*^ dear, fweet country, as well- as his 
*' own. The confequence of this, Mr. 
*' Prefident, was, that inftead of Kings 
^^ ruling the Barons^ the Barons ruled 

" the 
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*' the kings, and were&r greater tywinu 

^^ than he who created them. Upon 

** this, d'ye fee, the Kings of England 

" took the alarin^ and called an 

** aflembly ^ the peopie, that the na- 

** tiaa might not beover-rnH with arif- 

*' tcicrates ; but Aefe over-bcariflg fel- 

«* lowiar, I underftand, dfid not part with 

^^ all their power, but &id to the Com- 

«* mons. If you fit in one houfe, to 

** take care of yourfelves, we will fit in 

'♦ another, to take care of our/elves^ and 

« the King, God blefs him^ Ihall fit in 

*' ahoufealone, be his own Prcfident,' 

*' and take care of him/elf. So that you 

**fee,Mr. Prefident, here are your tree 

*• eftates of the emfrfre, aa that jontle-. 

** man fays, who l|)oke Ifcft, and' was 

« called 
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'' called to order. So that we are all 
*' how to take care of ourfelves ; and 
*^ by my fait and confcience, Patrick 
" O'Connor will be the firft to do this. 
«< In fhort, it appears to me, that thefe 
*' tree eftates^ with the privilege of 
»' interrupting each other, have the 
«' great power of doing noting at all.- 
«^ What, then, is this mighty conftitu- 
" tion we boaft fo much of? A mere 
*« bubble. The people, it is true, have, 
«< in fome meafure, acquired the af- 
«' fcendency, have mollified and filed* 
*' down, d*you fee, the knots and rug^ 
*' ged points of the cudgel held over 
•^ them ; but the cudgel, like my fhila- 
<' lah, is ilrong, and tough enough 
<'to make them finart. We have 

*« heard 
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^« We have heard gentlemen a great 
" deal. — You may talk of your pri- 
«* vileges till you are tired. I fee none . 
'* equal to that of being at leeberty, 
« to flop a fools mouth. By St. 
" Patrick, I wifti I had the flopping 
** of all your mouths, you would then 
«< talk a little more to the purpofe. 

** If you are for levelling, why do 

" it by halves? — If you level one ting 
" and not another, d'ye fee, it will be 
*« like hill and dale — there will be 
•*'be no equality. I'm for overtrow- 
ing the whole together. Down with 
*' the lawyers; let us truft to ourfelves. 
^'Dowri with the churches; we can 
*' pray in our clofets. Down with the 
*' army ; we can fight our own battles. 
« Down with the whigs, and down with 
VoL.IL C *'the 
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*' the tories, and we fhall be all of ont 
" pafrty. This will be fomething like 
'^ an equality, and then, he who has the 
^ Jirongeji arm, wilt claim the higgeji 

" It has always been thefiudy 
'* of adminijlration, Mr. Chairman, fince 
" I have known what adminiftratton 
•< is^ (fays Jack Latitat) who was one: 
^ tA the company, to do good to fo- 
*^ ciety, and confult their eafe, their 
^ happinefs, and intereft. I defy any 
** man, within hi« own memory, to de- 
*♦ ny the truth of this aflertion. Poli- 
** ticians may differ in opinion, and op- 
^' pofe; but that oppolition, if they would 
** fpeak their hbneft fentiments, rifes . 
'* only from jealoufy, at their ndt be- 
5* ing employed in the affairs of go- 

<^vernmcnt. 
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*' vernmcnt, ^nd from envy of thofc 
*« who are employed. Look to all the 
** afts of the ftate, and tell me, if they 
** have not a good tendency ; aitd that if 
^^ any mcafiire has not arifwered the ex- 
«* pedlation of parliament, it has not 
»* been immediately altered. Ther^ is 
♦* nothing I fee to complain of,but an in- 
^ judicious expenditure fometimcs of 
' " the public money; and why may not 
** this be the cafe as well under a repub- 
« lican government;, as in the prefent 
^ ftate of things ? I admit that the in- 
^* fluence of the Minifter in the Houfe 
*' of Commons, is an evil that requires 
»* to be remedied, but ihe remedy lies 
** with the people. If the cledor§ of 
^ this kingdom would be Heady and 
' C 2 " firm. 
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f firm; lay down certain rules for their 
V reprefentatives to follow, and deter- 
** mine to clcdl no man, who flxould de- 
^ viate from theinftrudionshe receives; 
*' one who has any apparent connec- 
" tion with the Upper Houfe, or, who 
" holds any place under government; 
" the evil by fuch perfeverance would 
5* in time ceafe : but the eledlors arc 
*' fuch blockheads as to fell themfelves, 
•' and then wonder at being fold. This 
" brings me, Mr. Chairman, to the 
*' fubjeft, I was called on to explain, by 
«« the Scptch gentleman in the corner. 
«' He fays, money feems to have little 
^ value, and that I can tell you the 
5« fame. There! 8 a kind of paradox in 

"this 
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*• this. Seldom do we meet with any 
«• thing of intrinfic value, but it carries 
•* that value in its face or appearance ; 
" not fo in money : that it is a thing 
" of ineftimaWe value is evident, for to 
'* what lengths will not men* go, to get 
" poffeffion of it ? They will run into 
« every excefs^ into every abfurdity,and 
into every vice* Thqr will fwear, 
IHatter, vilify^ abufe, cheat, play the 
•♦ fool, fpeak the truth, lie, fquander, 
•* fcrape together, plunder, nay even 
*^ murder, to acquire it. Get money, if 
*' you can,honeftly (faid a writer of an- 
^ tiquity) but, however, get money ; 
*' and when they have with great pains 
«* got it, what do they with it, but 

C 3 ^ throw 
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** throw it away on things of little or 
^< no value? The origin of all this ab- 
'* furdity is^ that the age is vicious and 
•' unprincipled, that men are looked up 
*' to, not for their abilities, their fer- 
** vices, or good works, but for their 
•' property and wealth. See a man paC- 
*« fing by meanly clad} tell your friend 
*' that man is worth ioo,ooolj and he 
'' (lares at him again and again; but 
•'^ tell him there goes a gpod man, or 
'' there goe& a man of great abilities^ 
** and he paffeg unnoticed. Now, a& 
/^ the eyes of all men are turned upon 
•' riches,andthat manas, ceteris paribus: 
^* moft receded, who has moft money; 
«* every man tries to outvie hia neighs 

« bour 
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'^ bour, and to make the bcl! appcar- 
•^ ance he can. 

" Keep up appearances : there lies the text,. 

•* The world will give thee credit for the reft. 

C/jurMlL 

♦* Under this notion he lives beyond 
•' his income, and thus lives a great 
** deal upon the credit his tradefmen 
'• give him ; he fpends that money for 
•* them, which they have not the fpirit 
•* to fpendfor themfelves* Tradefmen 
'' in this cafe are not to be pitied ; it is 
« only the biter bit. What leads men in 
•* trade to give uncommon credit, but 
** to induce fools and fpendthrifts to 
*' deal with them, and to enable them 
•* to demand an inequitable and enor- 
^ mous profit ? All ending in the love 
*• of that pelf, which, when they have 
C4r •^gPt,. 
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"got, they rather throw away than 
*' make a proper ufe of. Extortion thus 
" robs itftlf, and verifys the old pro- 
** verb, Grafp all, lofe all. I am one 
'* who is up' to all this ; I ftudy to pu- 
" nifli the extortioner ; in doing this, 
" I enjoy many of the good things in 
" life, which would otherwifc efcape 
*' me. There is an old law fublifting 
*' by prefcription, that puts a rod in 
*' the hand of the extortioner topuniih 
" thofe who attempt to punifti him. 
*» I mean the law of arrefts. This i» 
'' doubtlefs a law of oppreffion; and, 
*' owing to the great chicanery of this 
*' law, might overcomes right, thou- 
" fands of villains get their bread, and 
« one man can trample upon another. 

But 
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** But government profits by this \iU 
*♦ lainy, and fufFers it to go on. This^ 
'* like the venality of parliament, is an 
^* evil thatcalls loudly for redrefs; but, 
^* it does not follow, that a new fyftem 
•« of government is neccflary on this 
" account or. any other. Indeed,, the 
♦Jlaft evil I complain of (I. meaa the 
** Law of Attachment,} is no evil to 
**me. I make a virtue ofneceffity,. 
'* have the myrmidons < of this law in 
«* fee, and pay them out of the. purfes 
. •« of thofe who employ them. Upon 
« the whole, . Mr. Chairman, the go- 
** yernment is no great eye-fore to me ; 
" the evils of life I reconcile to* my- 
'* felf, pafs by the indifferent, get out 
«* of the way of the worft, and fcram- 
C s « blc 
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^ ble through them as "well as I 
r can." 

Latitat^ cafUng hir eyes on his friend 

^ Rambleji puflxed his way up to him, 

faid^ he prefumed' he had heard non^ 

, ftttfe enough for one mght, and took. 

hhn away* 



CHAP. XVL 

rpHE Colonel had been in town fbmc 
weeks, and had heard nothing of 
Mifs Rafpc> but ftill had little to ap- 
prehend J having, when he left Scot- 
land^ 



Iknd) given Her full diredtions Kow to* 
find him ; and having ordered Flint to- 
make a rapid march to Liverpool, ta- 
ixrconnoitre the entmy*s camp, watchs 
their motions, and when he cotild gain, 
intelligence of Mn Rstfpe and his. 
daughter Ifeaving Lwrerpobl,, to make- 
the befl: of his way to London^ and ac- 
quaint him with it*. Flint had- ar deat 
of fly clinning afcout hiifl, and was very 
stdequate: to the ta(k>. nor Kad the- 
Colonel reafoli to fear he Would throw 
Bimfelf in* Mr. Ral]pe*s,way,, foVas ta* 
alarm his fufpicions, 

Bridget, Lady Dafhit's wafting-wo** 
mani never Ibft fight of the fcReme (he- 
fiad planned, of impofing Dangfe's vas- 
&£ on her millrels, in the charadfcr ofl 
C 6* * SI geofc. 
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tlemaiij in order to get at her fortune', 
and divide it between them ; for this 
purpofe fhe was frequently with him 
at Dangle's lodgings, when his roafter 
was out. I will, therefore, lay before 
my readers a further dialogue of this 
hero and heroine, as taken down upon 
Tom's examination. You muft mind 
now (fays Bridget when they next met), 
how you a<5t, and take care not to be- 
tray yourfelf. I have prepared my 
Lady to receive you fome morning, of 
which I will let you know the day be- 
fore* Mind now, you muft not be flob- 
bering and kiffing her, all the time you 
are there, as you do me ; (he's a mighty 
woman for decency and decorum. An 
occaiional kifs, well-timed, is all that 

is 
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is ncceflary ; I fhall contrive to be pre- 
fent, at leaft feme part of the time, and 
watch your motions. Mind — ^you arc 
to be Sir Thomas Flam; I have told 
her you have a great eftate in Yorkftiire ; 
2,oool. a year ; be very generous as to 
fettlements and all that : and you may 
do what you pleafc with her^ 

Tom. Suppofe I fhould be known by 
any of your fellow-fervants. 

Bridg. I'll take care that William 
fhall be out ; and I don't believe you 
are known to any one elfe; after the 
firft interview you may appoint to meet 
her at any other place. (Tom admiring 
bimfelf) You muft not be admiring your-- 
felf^ but admire her^ and fay all the 
tender things you can, 

Tom. 
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Tom. Let Tom alone for that ; I be* 
Kevc he has as much to fay to the wo^ 
men, and knows as well how to pleafe 
them, as any gentleman in town. 

Bridg. Come let's fee how youUI be- 
gin ; pfadlifea littk upon me.. 

Tom. We fhall be interrupted; 

Bridg. Don't be afraid of. that j— 
{looking round) I fee no one in thif tvay, 

Tom. Weir then, ril begin thuu, \wth 
a diftiant bow; (Sows affeffedly) vaid'thcm 
I'll advance with a refpeftftil look — 
and with— happy,, my^ dear Madam,,is 
Sir Thomas — What's my namc?. 

Bridg. Flam. 

Tom. Ay, Flam. — Happy, my dear^ 
Madam, is Sir Thomas Flam in the 
©pportunitiy you have beei^ plcafed to 

indulgCL 
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induTge him with, of throwing himfelf 
a your feet, {kneels, and takes Bridget 
iy the hand) and declaring how mucb 
he adores you. 

Bridget. And is that the way you 
meairto begin? I thought a lover at 
the firft meeting always faiuteif his nri£» 
trefs ; I would not give a pin's point for 
any other introduction* 

3m ^ftill kneeling) I am coming to 
that.^— And permit me in the warmth 
©f my paffion to approach your fweet 
lips, and fay, (kij^s her warmly\ I could 
dwell on them the whole day. 

{Bridget breaking from him almofi 
hreaiblefs). This I think wilt doj but 
don't imagine, Tom, that when you are 
married^ I Ihall fufier you to be inatten- 
tive 
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tive to me. If you have any fondnefs" 
for her afterwards^ I (hall be as jealous 
as the devil; for my great failing is^.that 
I love you too well. 

Tom. My dear Bridget— never doubt 
me — you fhall have all my affelfions 
zxid— half her money. 



CHAP. XVIL 

•T^O give my reader a farther infight 
into Spatter's chara<fter, whofe ly- 
ing difpofition often brought hitn into 
hot water ; 1 will lay before him a dia- 
logue that paired between him^ Rattle^ 

Dangle^ 
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Dangle^ and Saunter^ one morning in a 
retired part of St. James's park^ as it was 
related to my friend Will the next morn- 
ing. Rattle, Dangle, and Saunter were 
firft together walking; Rattle alked 
Dangle, among other things, concern- 
ing the flrange tale that was all the 
town over, " Yes,'* (adds Saun- 
ter,' with his ufual fpleen, yawn- 
ing, as if he had been up all night, and 
fcarce able to keep up with his compa- 
ny,) " that you was turned out of fomc 
•• girl's houfe for daring to make a pro- 
« pofal to her/* — " No, no, (fays Rat- 
*^ tie) that's not the ftory, how was it 
'« Dangle?" — " You arepleafed, Gen- 
« tlemen, (returned he) to be very 
" merry at my cxpence—there was no 

•^ turning 
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^ turning out in the cafe, nor any pr>^ 
^'po/al thought of.'' — « That Ml be 
" fworn/' (fays Ratrfe, addreffing him- 
•' felf to Saunter) for he never had reib- 
** lution to propofc to any woman/^-— 
*« Nor, if he had^ (returned Saunter) 
^ would any l^roman liften to him. He 
" has not addrefs fufficient to draw at- 
*' tention.*' This nettled Dangle, andhe 
<« retorted upon Swunter, «*Was I Hef- 
•* fed with your vivacity (yawning and 
** dragging his lega after him> in imita-- 
•* tion of Saunter) and rhetoric, I 
*' might perhaps ftand a little chance/* 
^ I had rather be afleep all my life (re- 
•*plyed Saunter) than be treated 
'<with the contempt the girls treat 
<* you with/* Dangle now grew warm,,. 

faid^ 
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faidj <' the whole was a trumped up zf^ 
** faifj and not afyllablc of truth in any 
" part of it/*~'* Nay, (faid Rattle) 
*» Saunter's my author," — (and Saun- 
«* ter) Spatter's mine." Spatter 
at this inftant joined them\ " Did 
••not you tell me Spatter, (fays Saun- 
•• ter, laughing) that Ihngle was tum-^ 
*• ^rfo«/ of fome girl's houfe, for daring 
¥ to make a propofal of marriage ta 
•« her ?** Spatter now was gravelled. 
He firii eyed Dangle^ then Saunter ,- 
eonieious of having &id ib^ and 
knowing it was felfe, he knew not how 
well to bring himfehFoiK But as thofe 
who are continually tetling lies, are al- 
ways on the look out for refources to 
excufe themfelvcs ; Spatter cries out, 

ftartingj^ 
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ftarting^and lifting up his eyes,*' Mel-^^ 
*' Lord, Lord, how ftories are pervcrt- 
'* cd by carrying !- What I faid was with 
" a view of railing Dangle in the opi- 
'* nion of his friends ;— he, — you know 
*' is faid to want refolution,— and L . •** 
'* Sir ?*• (replies Dangle, angrily, and 
interrupting him) Spatter ftill at a lofs 
how to proceed, continued, ** Refolu* 
" tion, I mean with refpccSl to the wo% 
*' men. — How you take me up !— That 
*' is to fay, you wait upon them for 
*' yearsj^ and trifle with them. Now, I 
" wiflied to have it known, that is by no 
" means the cafe. — On Saunter's fay- 
« ing. Dangle will never get a wife, for 
« the women defpife him,— I beg your 
•» pardon, fays I, — I beg your pardon. 

'^ many 
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*» many a girl would be glad to have 
«* hiiBi but he is a man of difcernment, 
*' and will not tie himfelf where he is 
'^ not likely to be happy/*—" Did not 
**you (returned Saunter, ftaring in 
Spattcr*s face, with a look of. refent- 

i 

ment) '* Did not you fay that he was 
^ turned out of doors ?** Spatter, who 
now began to wifti himfelf any where 
but where he was, replied, '' You fliall 
•'hear wiiat I faid, if you have but pa- 
«• tience/* (Rattle continuing Saunters 
" method of addrefs) "Ay, and that they 
*« flapped the door in his face ?•* And 
Saunter again, without fuffering Spatter 
to reply, " and that he was forbidden to 
'* come there any more?" Spatter, now 
lofing all temper, cried ^[ No,— no, — 

noi 



( 46 ) 

^ fio /•*— (uttering each no wltha degree 
^' of increafed vociferation) • It is im- 
*' poifiblc gentlemen to go on, if I am 
<^ to be fo interrupted!«*-(then lowering 
« his tone)j Let me fee/'— rccoUefting 
himfelf,) ^ Where was I? — ^Ohl that 
^^ Dangle was a man of difcernmentj 
*' and would not fix where there was 
«« not a prolpeiSt of happinofs^^wherc 
«' there was not a profpeiH: of haf^i.* 
*' ncfe :" fo far (fays 1} from his trifiing 
*« with the women; to my certain know- 
*' ledge he made a propo&l of marriage 
'' the other day to a very rjefpedlahle 
^* ladyj whom I could name, if Ithougfat 
'' proper^ but with whom he could not 
<< fucceedj from an unconqtierabk aver-* 
^ fioa fhehad to him/' Here Rattle 

laughed 
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Biughed heartily at Dai>gle^ and cried^ 
** Go on Spatter, — let's have it,— »aU the 
** women hate him.** Saunter, who 
was half afleep at this part of the fto- 
*' ry, "but who was roufed by Rattle's 
" noife, ftarts, and cries, *' How, how? 
« I loft that—" — '' Where's the won- 
''der? (fays Rattle to him) — ^Why,. 
^ was not you awake ?•* — Dangle now 
addreffed himfelf to Spatter, ferioufly 
alking him, '* what he meant by repre- 
** fenting things fo falely ; told him he 
" wasanK)ngrel, between ill nature, and 
«* falfe art, and might be well clafled 
«« with thefe creatures, whom God. 
«' never made. What avei^fion, (conti- 
** nued he) could fhe have to me?'* 
•* Spatter now grew warm, and declared, 

" he 
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Be never faid any fuch thing; '^how 
•* can I go on (faid he) with the rela- 
** tion, ifyou break in upon me fo often ? 
'* — I faid unconquerable averlion to, 
« it — that is to matrimony ; winking at 
*' Rattle and Saunter) I could never fup- 
*' pofe any woman could have an aver- 
"fiontojo/^; No, that would beunna- 
" tural (fheeringand faying to himfelfj 
'' I muft get out of this d— m'd diffi^ 
" culty fome way) averfion to it were the 
" words, that is, to marriage^ for unac- 
" countable as it is, fome women are 
" averfe' to it. There's Lady Bab 
** Squeamilh, and many more I could 
•' mention of the fame turn : — and that 
•* this lady to whom you propofed, re- 
" quelled time to confider of it;r~that f 

^f was . 
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*' was all. Upon my foul, gentlemen^ 
*^ if your ews are fo treacherous as to 
'* miflead your underftandings, Imuft' 
" lock up my mouth in future. Saun-' 
^» ter, are you for the billiard table ?'* 
*' J am, (fays he, yawning,) agreeable 
** to any thing.*'^— ^« For, (continues 
''-Rattle, imitating Saunter,) he has 
•5 -nothing to do. Saunter is a man of 
*'^reat bufinefs, and is jaded to death 
"-every Sey with doing nothing. 
«• Eating, drinking, fleeping, — every 
** thing fatigues him. He is too lazy 
'^ even to put his own cloaths on.** — 
"Don't call.it hzinefs^ (faid Spatter) 
''youdo him wrong; i-tis a philofophic * 
" indolence, the work of a mind, wea»- 
'' ed from all the purfuits of life."— 
Vol. II. D "No, 
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^ K;p> no, (returned Rattle) it is a con- 
'1 ilitMtJK>aal rdlen^fs. Sq. idle is b.e> that 
^^ IbeKeve, if he was under thcneceffity 
•* of worl;ing for bis living, he would 
«* fiiffer hiixifplf CO perilh with hungen— 
«« — You arc a Iftzy feUow, Spatter, but 
'* you love to talk ; but even tall^dng 
*' tirest Saunter/'— ** I wilh, (returned 
'* Saunter to Rattle), talking tired you.^ 
" I will own to you that there is not 
^^ any thing fo tijTpfome to onefelf as an 
*' idle life ; but the lefs a man fays, 
"the Ipfs nonfenfe he broaches, and the 
*5 lefs tirefoipe -h^ is to others* Ferbum 
^/apienti ; if the cap fitsyou^ Rattle, 
"wear it.**—'*? Gome, Gentlenicn, (fays 
'* Dangle^) ^q\Ct let us be fparring 
" here ; let i)s a^pu^i tp the t^blej and 

*Ury 
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•^ try if we can get into better humour.** 
Saunter dropping his hat, begged of 
Rattle to pick it up for him. " Not I^ 
** (fays Rattle) you have nothing to do, 
** you know, and therefore may (loop 
•^ for it yourfelf/* He then apply ed 
to Dangle for the fame purpofc. " Rot 
« me if I do," (faid Dangle). He 
^* alked Spatter, but Spatter alfo re- 
fufing, was obliged to (loop for it 
himfelf; but did it with that difficulty 
attendant upon indolence: and picking 
up his hat, he dropped his ftick, which 
- he thus addrefled, " I won't be at the 
*' trouble of Hooping again for you, 
** howevejr ; you may lie there till the 
" next perfon comes by ; and if he 
" picks you up, he'll deferve you." 

D2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIIL 

ly /FY friend Will, whojin the gpodnefs 
of his heart, having been fecurity, 
for one of his acquaintances, for the 
fum of 500L ligned a bond in judg- 
ment for the fame^ was now called on, 
in a hoftilc manner, for the money; 
and not being mafter of that fum, was 
arrefted, and his goods taken in 
execution. With a degree of im- 
prudence, on a prefumption that he 
fhould marry Mifs Rafpc, and in order 
that he might have a place to bring 
her to, he took a houfein London, and 
furnilhed it elegantly, and thus ftripped 
himfelf of the bcft part of his ready 

caih. 
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calh. He had fome fecurities, as I have 
mentioned, which his father left him ; 
and he meant to raife money on the 
fame, not only for himfelf, but for his 
friend Charles Simple. That young 
gentleman, however, having fettled 
his matters with his wife's father. Hood 
not in need of it ; of courfe. Ramble, 
having, as he thought, fufficient for his 
prefent exigencies, deferred making any 
application for more ; and not be- 
ing provided for this unexpefted call, 
was hurried away to the houfe of a fhe- 
rifF's officer. Spatter fbon heard of 
it, haftcd to Lady Dafliit's with the 
news, and meeting with her lady- 
fliip, and Mifs Trevor together, " Blefs 
" me. Ladies,'* (faid he, almoft out of 
D 3 breath) 
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breath) " I have the mdft unfortifflate 
" piece of aews to tell you — the mod 
unlucky circumftanctr'* ... The ladies 
were alarmed, and Lady Dalhit inter- 
rupted him with " not very bad I 
'' hope?*' — ^' Bad? (returned he) — 
'' Poor Colonel Ramble ! — I am fo dif- 
" treffcd, I hardly know how to relate 
** it.'* Mifs Trevor was ready to faint^ 
and faying, in a low voice, *' jQie hoped 
•* nothing had happened to the Colo^ 
•♦ nel." Lady Da&it, wilhing to fmo- 
thcr it, iatid^ V No, iro/ to Cokmel Ram- 
" bk/' and faid to Sjwtter,, « For 
*• God^s f^kke don't mention the Colo- 
^« ael bare.— (wid winking at him) You 
** have Aothiog cq teJl us about Coionel 
" Ramble V\ But he, not taking the 

hint^ 



hint, went on, " It is all a^ut Ram*- 
•* ble — had it hsij^pened DO any other 
" perfonj it would n9t have afFedled 
** me/' Mife Trevor, rather recovered^, 
enquired if he had met with any ^ci-^ 
dent, any fall, or wound. " No, Ma'am, 
«' (faid Spatter) he has not fellen into a 
•* bog> nor into a. mill-pond; that would. 
"be nothing; there would be fonxe 
•* hopes of getting him out from 
*' thence ;^ — but he has- fallen . . . .? 
At thefe words Mifs. Trevor had near.* 
ly fainted a iccond time^^ and Lady. 
Dafhit could not help faying to Spatter^. 
«» Sec what your foolilh tongue docs.«js 
'« I'll lay my life, after all, iti» nothing 
*' of any confequcnce. (adding angrily) 
"Where has he fallen?" — *• Into the 
D 4 « hands* 
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*« hands hf the lawyers !— (faid Spatter) 
" Is that of no confequcncc ? Rot me 
«' if I would not as foon have fallen 
*' fromahoufe-top/' — "That, (return- 
'• ed Lady Dafhit) I long expedled. 
^' You fee, my dear Emily^ (ad- 
" drelfing herfelf to Mifs. Trevor who 
" was now in little better fpirits) how 
^ this mighty accident turns out, at 
'* which you were fo much alarmed.** 
"I am, anfwered Mifs Trevor, of 
" Mr. Spatter's opinion, that a man 
'^ cannot have a Worfe thing hap» 
«' pen to him, than to fall into the 
'* hands of the lawyers.*' •* So, lay I, 
*« Mifs Trevor (returned Spatter) fb 
«' fay I." «' Be kind enough (fays 
*' Mifs Trevor) to tell us' the par- 

," ticulars. 
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^' ticulars, I am anxious to know 
" them !'* — '* I thought you would (re- 
*' turned Spatter) — that made me 
*' hurry fo fall here ; I have not ftop^ 
•' ped at any one place, fince I heard 
" it; but to drop a hint of it, at 
^* Lady Bab*s, and at another houfe or 
" two in my way."-^" That is to fay 
'' (obfervedLadyDaj(hit,afide)iotrum- 
*' pet it all the town over." Mifs 
Trevor (with a well dilpofed heart 
remarked) that if he was in any 
difficulty, it muft have been good- 
nature, that brought him into it; 
but Spatter with that rancour, 
that led him to mifconflrue the 
bcft actions, . replied : '• What you 
;• arc plcafcd to call good^nature, I 
D5 -^call 
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'« call folly. His good natured ac- 
•* tions arife from oftentation. I would* 
« take care of myfelf, before I thought 
•• of others. Self-prefervation, is the 
^ firft law of nature, and he that 
** does not attend to it, deferves 
•* no pity." — ^^ If I have not been mif- 
•« informed, (faid Mifs Trevor) you>^ 
«« Mr. Spatter, have experienced the 
^ good efFeAsof his attention/' — ** Aye 
« (added Lady Dalhit) and a gratefiil 
« man, wiil never forget paft fervices.*^ 
" — ^Don't apprehend Lady Dalhit 
•« (retorted Spatter fncaringly) that I 
*< am under any obligations to Colonel 
«c Ramble. What he has done for 
"me, were mere afts of civility. 
V No, Madam, I have always takeA 

« care 
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"care to avoid beirtg under obliga-- 
" tionsto a man of i?is ftamp/*— ^'Well- 
*' (returns Mifs Trevor) we will not 
"*' enter into that. 1 wilh only to ^ 
** know his prefeht fituatiori/'^— *' Un- 
•* willing as I am (arifwered Spatter) to ' 
••enter into this unhappy affair of 
"Ramble's; for, with all his faults, I 
^* have a regard for him; (and I hate 
** gofliping rnortally) I cannot^;// 
^ obey your comihands. Yoii muft 
«* know theii, ladies, that the Colortel^ 
'^^ Was impfudent enough to be fecu- 
** Hty for iSstm Carelefsy to extricate ' 
••him from a. difiiculcy. tie entered^ 
** into a bond' of 5po7, Sim Kas left 
<*ltii4i in the lurch, , karhtle is ar- 
••reftfed Ori the b6nd, arid Sii ^kfeeul 
D6 .'^tioai 
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*' tion is fent into his houfe ! — ^that's 
all," Mifs Trevor obferved, it was but 
a trifling fum to a man of his for- 
tune. — ^^ Trifling as it is (returns Spat- 
•' ter) it has lodged him in a Jpung- 
*' ing-houfe.'*^ Lady Dalhit afked him, 
if he meant to call on him' there ; 
obferving, it would be humane in 
his friends to do it now. Spatter 
ter faid, he would not fee him for 
the world. H^ had too great ^ 
regard for him, and it would afFccft 
him too much. Beiides, his time 
was too much taken up.— •*! have 
•« more than twenty places to call at, 
'< this day ; could ill fpare the time 
«' to flip in here, only I was eager 
•* to acquaint you with the news;"— 

(and^ 
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(and, as l]ady Dafhit obferved ta 
Emily, afide) "left any other Ihould 
« do it before him." 

Mifs Trevor was quite unhappy 
at this account, and was deter* 
mined, if fhe could contrive it, fo 
as that the Colonel fhould not know 
from what quarter his releafe came^ 
to fend the money for his dif-- 
charge. 

When a man falls into the hands 
of the Lawyers he cannot, generally 
{peaking, furely fall into worfe hands. 
Puttii^ the attomies out of the 
queftion, I have often confidered^ 
with myfelf^ and endeavoured to 

reconcile 
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tttoftcile with juftice, the profeflibrt" 
^f a harrift^r. Docs he nbt plead' 
the caufe of equity, and does he 
not help thofe out, who cannot or 
could not plead for themfelves?^ 
Sortie, I will admit, do, but Tome 
do not. If a bamfter would aft 
€onfcietttioufly, take up no cauft 
till he has well examined it, and 2 
not argue in its defence, Uhlefs there: 
is legal, honcft. ground for fo doing/, 
he would be a praife- worthy cha- 
/acT^er; but,: when l bariiftei- >Vill 
take up any caufe that is propofed 
to him, fight or wrcwg, it reVtrfefe 
the cafe. It is the misfortune that,, 
bai'rifters ntxtt fee their briefe 
idU thef are retained 5 and,; wheft 

once . 
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cncc retained, if they do not cxi- 
ert themfelves in defence of their 
clients, whether this client be an. 
honeft man or a villain^ they arc cen— 
furcd in their pro&ffion, arid are 
jRire to lofe the fcvour. of the 
attornies that employ them. Now,, 
he that ha* the moft bufineik at 
the bar» is>, all things confidered, a' 
worfe man; and a worfe member o£ 
fociety, than if he had lefs eminence;^ 
for the more caufes a barriftex ia 
engaged in, the more injuflice he 
does. The man^ who has the happy 
&cility of converting truth into 
falfehood, of explaining away rights 
and making the bed ftand again!!: 
Juftice and equity j is fure to have 

the 
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the moll briefs. If he knows how 
to brow-beat an evidence, perplex 
and puzzle him, fo as to make 
him feemingly contradiA himfelf^ 
and is mafler of fuch fallacious ar- 
guments as will miflead an unin- 
formed, ignorant jury; he is 
deemed clever, and reckoned a 
good orator; (for fuch, I am forry 
to fay it, is too much the oratory 
of the bar,) and bufinefs will flow 
in upon him faft. His diflinguifhed 
abilities make the attomies in a bad 
caufe, fly to him in preference ; and 
thus, of twenty caufes, he is likely 
to have eighteen bad ones to de- 
fend. Now, if he, who father's a 
lie, and promulgates it^ as we have 

feen 
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feen Spatter do, is equally criminal 
with the fabricator or inventor; he, 
furely, who. takes up a bad caufe, 
is equally criminal with the party 
who employs him. There may be 
fome plea in favour of a man who 
efpoufes fuch a caufe from error of 
judgment, from falfe conception, or 
from ignorance,; but there can be 
none for him who takes pay to 
plead in behalf of the oppreffor, 
and to the injury of the diftrefled. 
Such a one is a mercenary hireling, 
Jtn aflailin^ and robber of the un« 
fortunate; and fo far from being 
commendable, like the flanderer 
we have feen, he deferves execra- 
tion by all good men; and the 

more 
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fo, in proportion, to the abilities fie 
iias of perverting judgrtierit, and 
the ]f>otver he poffeffes 6f doiAg it* 
His eminence at the ba!r is a colla- 
teral proof of the bafenefs of hi&* 
XTiind. 

It is^ under this idea, that in 
Sweden, and fome other cottntries^ 
k n&n is obliged to plfcad his owA 
caufe; the profeffioH of a baitiftet 
being there held itt fb tjdioW knd: 
contemptible a Kght, that no gen- 
tleman, will tafct it up; the t'xccu^^ 
tronet in ^vrtAcn is a far rtkitt i** 
Jpe6tablt cha!radlef. Potting tfkt Im^ 
TA(!)falityx>f the prbfeffioh out o^f At 
queftion, itis civil turpitude, is 

there.. 
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there held too great to be any way 
countenanced.. If a barrifter, though 
retained, would dare to throw down 
his brief, when he finds his caufe 
a bad one, it wouid render him an 
exalted charaftcr ; and Ihould' he, 
by this mode of condud^ be at the 
the receipt of lefs money, he would 
have more reputation, would dc^ 
fcrve what he earns, and enjoy it with 
credit and an unappalling confcicncc. 



CHAP. 



( 68 > 



CHAP. XIX. 

'T^HOUGH Spatter thought proper 
to defert his friend in. diftrefs, it 
was not fo with Rattle, Dangle, and 
Latitat. Ratlle and Dangle, not know- 
ing where to. find Ramble, flew to his 
houfe, then taken polfeflioii of by a 
fiiepiff's officer J who, when they enter- 
ed; was fmoaking a pipe with a tait- 
kard in his hand, comforting himfelf 
with the good birth he had, ,and fay- 
ing there was plenty of ftout in the cel- 
lar, and he hoped the gentleman would 
not be able to make up his affairs 
while that lafted. Rattle and Dangle 
came together, and, on enquiring if 

any 
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any <>f ColonelRamble's people were 
in the way, was anfwered by thisfurly 
fellow, " No." Attempting to go into 
fome of .the inward rooms, the officer 
flopped them with ^rHey^ hey! Where 
** are you going ? I am mafler of this 
«* houfe, and there's no admittance 
*'.for you. I am placed here to fee 
*• that nothing's carried off, and there- 
"€ore, fhan't truft either of you out of 
*• my fight." On their Xaying they 
wifhed to fee the Colonel, ;and alking, 
whore he was; this jfellow replied, 
" At .the lock-up-houfc in Chancery 
*' Lane, where, I believe, you'll find 
** him any* day this week. After this 
« if you want him, you mull bok 
«for him in the Bench." "The 

'• King's 
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*« King's Bench you mean/' fays Rat- 
tle. *^ Aye, (returned the oiBcer) the 
^* King's Bench, I fuppofe you know 
*' the place; it won't be the firft time 
**you have been there, I dare fay/' 
** Ceafe your impertinence, friend, 
** (faid Dangle) we fay nothing to give 
'• you* offence/* « Marry (retorts the 
** fellow) there's no caufe to be angry; 
*^ many an honeft gentleman has lodged 
«« in that place, and many a one will 
*' again. When they're overwhelmed 
« with debts, they go there to pay 
« them." ** You mean (fays Rattle) 
«* to retrench their expences ?" — «• I 
"mean no fuch thing, (faid the of- 
« ficer.) I have known a man live 
^* as well there, as in any part of the 

** kingdom. 
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«^ kingdomj keep a» good a tabic, an4 
«< a$ g^njLcel an equipage ; afid, in term^ 
<5 time, at liberty to go as far any day 
^ as he pleafi^ : and* >vtia<:*$ the beft' 
^^ of it, all this j^t the CJfpqncp of other 
« people-*' — *' Trucj, (replied Dangle) 
<« there is fomc pleafurc in thaf con- 
<^ fideration ; and, (afidc to , Rattle) 
^« What a dry dog it is ?• ^ You fay 
«in Chancery LaiUe?'' (fays Rattle.) 
** Yes, (replied the fellow) in Chan- 
^' eery Lane, hard by the pump, where 
*• the lawyers drink in non-term.'* 
Dangle, obferying to Rajtle, that 
things wore a ftrange face to what 
they did a few -hours ago ; Rattle 
xricd, '' iPugh ! he'll be out a^in to- 
** morrow 5 and np^ihipg addsnaore to 

** a man's 
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•« a man*s credit, in the polite world, 
«* than to have an execution or two in 
<< liis houfe. There's my Lord Squan- 
« der has had eleven at one time ; he 
•* puts the fellows into livery ; they 
«« line the paflage as his company pafi, 
**and cut a very refpcdtable figure. 
** A friend of liis obferving to him one 
« day, that he had an uncommon fuite 
** of fcrvants ; his anfwer was, -that he 
« was never without them." It rc- 
** quires contrivance only to make dif- 
« grace falhionable. You know how 
" Latitat glories in writs and arrefts/' 
Scarce had he faid thefe words, but 
Latitat bolts into the rogm ; his coat 
frogged with writs, and a bunch of them 
in his hat, by way of ^ cockade. He 

paiTcd 
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paired by Rattle and Dangle, run up 
to the officer, and (hook him by the 
hand, with " Hah, tny friend Spunge, 
^ how goes it?*' The officer here was 
all humility and refpedl, enquired how 
his Honour did ; afked him to drink, 
and alfo to walk into any apartment 
he pleafed. And, why all this? be- 
caufe Jack was in fee with all the (he- 
riff's officers in London. Having paid 
his refpeds to this man, he turned to 
his friends, faying, " You fcem toftare 
« at all this ; that's becaufc you are 
" not up to it. I have fuch a refpccSt 
" for IherifFs officers, arrefts, and writs, 
" that you fee lam cloathed in them." 
"I make it a rule never to pay a 
Vol. IL E " bill 
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♦' bill till I am arrcfted. So you fee 
" what a patriot I am, and how 
«* much I ftudy the gpod of my coun« 
try. Shew me the man, among all 
*' your acquaintance, except myfelf, 
«* who will pay two guineas inftead of 
•*one, in order to increafe the reve- 
** nue of the flamps* The cafy 
*• credit-giving world, don't like 
•' much trouble. Was I to pay a 
'* bill on being afked to do it, it 
*^ would not anf^er my plan. I never 
•' difchargc an account withoqt being 
*' fued. I endeavour to deal with 
** thofc only who dread the law ; but 
** when I am arretted, I. pay, and then 
** only ; and if, upon fuch occalions, 
•' I pay a little more than I otherwifc 

•« Ihould, 
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** ihould, a fecond fatisfadion hangs 
^ to it. With all my fmattering for 
«• tiade^ you know I hate keeping 
•'account*, and filing receipts; and 
*• vhen I pay the accommodation-fee, 
•• I confider myfdf fafc from being 
*• obliged, as many are, to pay the 
^' fame bill a fecond time ; for a writ 
*« and its difcharge, is a receipt in 

" court/': '' You are, (replied Rattle) 

^' my dear Jack, one of the happieft 
** fellows of the age. You extract 
^* virtue from necellity, enjoy what 
" would be the difafter of thoufands, 
" and fcramble on through life, as you 
•' call it, without a fcratch or a pain/' 
«' -.« It would do your heart good, 
« Rattle, (continued he) to come and 
E 2 *^fcc 
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^' fee my vcftibule ; I am now fitting 
*' it up, and, though you will fcarcc 
*' believe it, I buy the hangings of 
" the lawyers.*' — ** Hanging it, (faid 
" Dangle) with old parchments I fup- 
'*pofe?" — ^**Not quite fo bad as that, 
'* (retorts he) my hangings are fuit- 
«' able to the expenditure and figure 
*' of a man of 2000/. a year. There's 
** not a fquare inch that cofls me left 
" than a guinea ; and by the time I 
" have hung the whole room, it will 
** coft me fome thoufands. I ftiall do 
'* it, however, at laft, my boy, (exult- 
** ing) and then I Ihall immortalize 
*' my name. Every writ I am ferved 
«* with, I tack up againft the wall, 
" leaving one end loofe, and it gives 

. «mc 
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'*mertpture,when the window isopen, 
" to fee them lhivering,.and hear them 
"rattling in the air: the mufic is 
" divine. I fwing myfelf round, and 
"enjoy the fight. A defcendant of 
" the oldeft Britifli family, could not 
•♦ be prouder, in an ancient hall of 
« audience, of the trophies of his pro- 
«* gennoTS.—Hac/uHi injignia meat-^ 
" Thefe are my banners— the glorious 
« atchicvements. of my anceftry. It 
" would delight you to fee how I 
« ftrut about in hoc vejiibuh meo. I 
"call it my court of requefts, my 
"audience-chamber, where I receive 
" cmbafly's from the crown. I>~mft 
" me, if I believe there is fuch another 
** room in the three kingdoms. Come. 
E 3 «' Gentlemen,, 
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<' Gentlemen, you fcem to te idle^ 
^•fuppofe I go and fli^w itycm?*'— • 
You had better get into Parliament, 
^ (faid Rattle) it would be Tdieapcr 
w in the end, though you paid a few 
•' thoufands for your feat/' — •* Plh^, 
« man, (returns he) that would i[ruf- 
«• trate my whole plan, thefe*^ adt a 
« fool that would ttuft a member of 
*' parliament, now, with five pounds. 
•* That t'ufne's ov«r— the Houfc of 
<• CdmnMms is not what it was ; thei:e 
•« arc fa many mercenary and poverty* 
♦• ilruclc fellows, now get thcmfelvea 
<< ele^ied, chat this honoundble houfe 
f is lofing credit daily /^ 

The xeada 'will indulge me here 

with 
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trith a few rernarks 6n the law of ar- 
rcfts. To whsrtdo they tend, but to 
the injury offociety? The defign of 
attachment, was merely to prevent 
the defeiidant from efcaping, whilft 
the matter againft him was under 
litigation: if he can give fecurity for 
his kppearahce, it is all the law re* 
quires; if not, he is held in cuftody, 
to wait the event. So far it is poli* 
tical; but the caule being ended, an 
execution following, if the defendant 
has n6 propeirty to pay the debt, why 
confine his ptrfon, take him but of 
fociety, throw his family upon the 
pariih, and deprive the ftate of his la* 
bours ? Docs it pay his debts ? — ^No I 
ji-Th6 execution might ftizt his pro- 
E 4 perty 
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pcrty, and if there be not fufficient to 
difcharge the debt and cofts, he fliould 
be obliged to pay the remainder at 
fome future time, which, by giving 
him his liberty, he might be able to 
do. As things are now, the debtor is 
, confined, his credit ruined, his fami- 
mily beggared, he waits for an . in- 
folvent adt, and his creditor lofes his 
money. The manner in which the 
law can harrafs a debtor, nmy^ frighten 
fome men from running into debt, 
but it hardens others, and puts them 
on their invention, as it has done Jacjk 
Latitat. But the greateft evil arifing 
from arrefts, is the abufe of this law, 
and the many villains it creates. 
Many a hundred pettifoggers there are, 

who 
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who have no refource for a mainte-- 
nance but this. They retain a number^ 
of runners, (to whom they give half 
their fees) to find out litigious men, and 
rifcals, that have fraudulent and fidi- 
tious claims upon the property of others, ^ 
accompanied, perhaps, with a fpecious 
claim of forty Ihiilirigs', but which,, 
under fair difcuflion, rnight be dif- 
proved. Whether thefe clairriants have • 
ahy fubftance or nor, provided the de- 
fendant has, it is all they want. They 
undertake to carry on the caufe for* 
them, prevail on them to fwear to' 
debts not exifting ; arreft the defend^ 
ant; not fuiFer the plaintiff to be met 
with ; run the caufe to ilRie, and the- 
defendant either then proceeds to trial^^ 
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or^ not knowing vhat fuch villaiiifip 
may there fwear ta, is induced 
to pay a certaitt part of it into court,, 
which is^ accepted, and the caufe ends : 
but with the expence of 20/. « more 
to the defendant $ bcfides all the dif-i 
grace and trouWe of the arreft. Nay,.. 
there are men that win go farther. SucIm ' 
attornies, in hopes of having the ma^ 
ters compromifed^ and getting their 
cofts paidi willferve writs and run the 
riik; if the defendant is la manof fpirit>. 
and determined to go on with it, they ^ill 
drop the eaufe at iflue ; and ihould the 
attorney get nothing from the defend-*- 
«it, he will, if p6ffible,.from his client,, 
and the defendant has his own attor* 
ncy to pay^ perhapsj 15 or 20/. This^ 

might: 
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might be recovered 5f the plaintiff^ ir 
he could be founds or was worth pow- 
der and fhot^ but he h i pauper and 
not to be nlet with* Both the attornici^ 
however have profited; and the defend- 
ant has been the chief fufFerer. — To^ 
lhe\^ hoi;^ darig^rduij fucn hieh ^re iiit 
fociety, tafee the following anecdote* 

An* attorney feated himftlf in x 
country - town, where he thought 
there was a go6d opening ; no attorney 
having takcnt poffeflion of the place*. 
He had a fmatU independence of bii 
own, but iht people there being of a 
peaceful difpofition,. he had little or 
no BufindV, and his own money not 
fteiii^ jfijifkicnt t6; fupport him,, he 
:B 6. toldl 
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Jold a friend, one day, that he fliould 
be under the neceflity of removing his 
fituation, for the inhabitants of that 
jown were fo d — m — d peaceable, that 
he could not live amongft them. Be- 
ing a pleafant fellow, and his friend, 
unwilling to lofe him, he gave him this 
advice ; *' Bring fome other attorney 
to fettle in the town befides yourfclf,, 
and my life for it, you'll find your ac- 
count in it.'* He took the hint, ano- 
ther of the fraternity was iavit^d there 
to refidence ; diffentions were thus 
raifcd among the people, and the two 
attornies got a. very good living. 

Was there a law enafted, that every 
attorney Ihould give fome thoufand 

pounds. 
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pounds fecurity to the public, on his 
admiflion, and if he was nonfuited in 
any caufe, be obliged to pay the 
cofts himfeif; he would take care 
never to engage but in a good caufe, 
or oblige his client to give him fecu^ 
rity for thofe cofts, in cafe he failed in ' \ 

the adion^ This would prevent a ' 

a great number of vexatious and liti- 
gious fuita; and if there were fewce ^ 
rafcally attornies, there would be more: 

peace anjl happinefs in. fociety. ! 

.. ■ i 
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CHAP. XX. 

TSifiSS Trevor found nicans to free 
Ramble from his cohfinemerit^ 
She found out the officer, and got a 
friend to carry fiim the 506/. and the 
expehces, without faying where it came 
from ; and my friend was at foil 
Kbeffy,. without the fatisfadlion of 
knowing who was his liberator. He 
was exceedingly defiroos of finding 
it out,^ and took uncommon pains fo^ 
to do. 

No fooner was he at home, than he 
received the congratulations of his- 
friends,, and thofc of Spatter in parti- 

culai 
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ctifer, who few tcrhim w^h fceming rap-^' 
ture, crying out, ^^ My diear Colonel,, f 
•« have been air the town over in fearch^ 
•^ of a friend to extricate you from the: 
•* difficulty your good* heart threw yoa 
•* into ; and with that view I have teldl 
•^ your ftory td all My acquaintance} but 
«* I am happy to find the bufinefs is> 
•♦ doiie without me; R was d — m'di 
•♦ Ihabby of Carelefs^ to draw you ht^ 
^ to.".-.**^! don't fee it in that light,. 
« (replied Ramble) poor fellow, he 
•• \rould h^ve paid tiie money if he* 
^ could, and as he could not, it was,. 
^ and is, my wi(h to dOf it for him.'* 
•*-— Yes^ (retunied %)atter), but the- 
*♦ di%race of it !*'^— " Difgnrce it can- 
;^JK)* be; (faid Ramble) A man 

'^ ought 
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•bought never ^ be afliajned of fuf- 
^ fering in: a good caufe. He who* 
«* fears to encounter a difficulty for a 
« friend, ill deferves to have one." 

If I may be allowed to fay any thing* 
in addition to thofe of my friend Will,. 
upon the occurrences he met with, L 
will here take the liberty of laying* 
before my reader a charadler I. 
have met with, too common in life,, 
but being mixed with the world at. 
large, is often loft in the crowd, and 
not noticed. This is.that of a man. 
who purchafes a good name from the 
two lower clafles of people, which, 
indeed, is the mafs of men, able to 
0amp a charader with refped or.dif- 

rcfpcd, , 
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refpcdl ; for they are the greater part 
of the people, and it is too univerfally 
believed that what the .world fay^ 
miiftbetrue. If a man but pays his 
debts when called on, is free with his 
money, and puts up with no indignity, 
he is, in the eye of the prefent age, 
a man of honour^^ and a gentleman. 
. His moral charadter is feldom enquired 
into : he may get drunk, keep as mmy 
whores as he will, and be the greateft 
libertine uncenfured. Such a man 
will have much longer credit than 
others, and tradefmen will be more 
.obedient to his call ; for it is felf-intQ- 
reft that leads mankind, and even warps 
their. way of thinking. I knew a gen* 
tl^nian of fxiciall fortune, but who h^id 

afufR* 
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a Aifficiettt iilcdrrle to pay all his tradcl^ 
men; he wa« ah ccbtioittift, aiidhot voitl 
of principle. I heard this gebtlcman^ 
once chide his wife, foon after mar- 
riage, for paying a bill unalked. It 
is time enough (faid he) to pay wheft 
two or three bills have been fent in* 
He did ilot sl<5k on the principle d£ 
Latitat^ Wh€>, by witholdii^ a deb^ 
due^ made intcreft of the money, but 
adlcd on the idei that it i3 right to do 
as the World docs. Nothing, (con- 
tinued hl^} k to unfkfiiiomble as to 
call for a tradefman'^ account. If you 
tnake it a nrfe to 66 thiii, you mky be 
tailed a good pky-mafter, but you wilt 
be vulgar '^ the eitremc. This gen- 
ilem^n did not i^ead want of caib^ but 

waft 
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vrzs never at home to his tfackfmen ; 
he kept a lying fellow at his dooi*) who^ 
after many years importuning gained 
theih accefs to his mailer^ only by the 
prefentment of a fee. But yet thift 
gentleman when he i/iV/pay^ never exa- 
mined the particulars of a biU> let it 
be of ever fo long (landings but i^fet* 
ted only to the fum totklj and paid 
like a gentletnan. ^* Your honoul: 
** will pleafetoobferve (fays the obfe- 
<« quious tradefman) that I have chatg^ 
•* ed evexy article at the loweft pi-ict* 
^< «nd I hope ybur goods pleafi^/'-^ 
<« I am perfedly fatisfied^ (faid the 
^< gentleman) and think myfelf much 
« obliged to you." The money paid» 
they partii ow with ftftfting gratitude^ 

the 
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tbc Other with profeffions of future 
pmploy. I was once with him when 
he paid -his taylor a long bill of fix 
years flanding, the amount of which 
was 370/. he looked only at the fum 
total, and on my enquiring when the 
taylor was gone, whether he never ex- 
amined into the* articles of a billi 
*♦ Articles? {retorted he) Z — nds, if i- 
"looked at tbem, I flhould go mad ; for 
** my taylor is as great a rafcal as ever 
« lived. I would not deal with him, 
*' but he gives rtc long credit." This 
credit, if he managed his litdc fortune 
.well, he would not want, and if he paid 
his taylor yearly,, whilft the articles 
were in remembrance, he would fave 
Xo per cent; but to be thought felhionr 

ablc^ 
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blc, he chofe/to hiave fafliionable 
credit, and be thought a man of ho* 
nour. He had lived long enough in the 
world to know, that a good name is 
eafily acquired by purchafe, and there- 
fore he bought that good nanie. He 
was liberal to the poor in his neigh- 
bourhood, not from a principle of 
charity, for he gave away indifcrimi- 
nately. I went with him once to a 
public houfc in his village, to a(k fome 
queftions of the landlord. It was 
winter, and three or four impudent 
country fellows were fitting round the 
fire with their hats on; One of them 
faid to the reft, loud enough to be' 
heard, leering with his eye, and put- 
ting out his tongue, " Twig the 

Squire." 
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•^Squire*'* This did not difconcert 
bin?; h^ (topped any farther difrcfpeifk 
by f^yiog t<^ the l^f^lord it vfts cold 
Vjcather, jMi^ccl thoft who wereobligcd 
to work abroad for their living, order^ 
ed him to m^ke thofe lads at the fifc^ 
a three (hilling bowl of good warrti 
punch, and begged they would driak 
his health. No fooner v^as the pur- 
chafe made, than the article refped: 
was immediately delivered. The fel- 
lows no fooner heard him give this di- 
reftion to the landlord, than they jump-* 
cd from their feats, \^ith ^« Won't your 
"hopour pleafe to come to. the fire?" 
aocl> on quitting th^ houfc he obferved 
to me, " You fee hqw readily a few 
« (hillings foften down roughncfs of 

** man- 
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"ners, and infolencc of behaviour, 
^'into corophifance and refpccfc.*' 
Faffing a turnpike with mc one day. 
in his OM^n parifh^ he gave the toU^ 
gatherer a (hilling, with, *' I don*t re« 
*' colled having given you wy thing 
«' to drink a long time/' — — '* This 
" man, (faid I) is one of your tenants, 
•^ I prefume?" — '^ I fcarce know his^ 
'^ name, (replied my friend) but I ne- 
^ ver forgot to fee him. It is no bad 
** thing to have a good name at a 
^' turnpike, and efpecially when a loofe 
« fhilling will get it. A traveller, who 
♦f has heard of you, and who, perhaps, 
«* has not exercifed his tongue for fome 
" time on the road, will take an op- 
** portunity of doing it where he can, 

•'and 
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^* and fond of enquiries in ftfange' 
'' places, may, on pafling this gate, afk 
•'if Squire fuch a one does not live 
** fomewhere about here. Oh, yes, 
'* (returns the man) his honour lives . 
'' not far off. He is a worthy gentle- 
'* man. And this charafter is pur- 
^» chafed. — It is a pity things fhould 
'* be fo, but fo they are, and the old 
«* adage is too often verified. No 
« longer pipe, no longer dance.** 



CHAP. 
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, CHAP. XXI. 

T^LINT had been in town a fort- 
.; night, and had brought an account 
that Mr. Rafpe and his daughter had 
left Liverpool the day before him; 
but, as the Colonel had received no 
letter fit>m Mifs, he concluded they 
ntuft cither have flopped at the houfc 
of fotrie friend in the road, or that 
Mifii Rafpe had n6t found an opportu- 
nity of giving him notice of it. He 
had' been writing a note to Mifs 
Trevor, to introduce himfelfo&f D^n*« 
gle*s bufinefs, and he difpatcbcd Flint 
with it:-^The letter was to this efFeft : 
Voh. IL F ^ Colonel 
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* Colonel Ramble's beft compli- 

* ments to Mifs Trevor, and having 

* fomething for her private car, folicits 

* the indulgence of half an hour's con- 
' verfation. If agreeable, and ftie is 

* difengaged, he will do himfelf the 

* honour of paying his refpedts to her 

* to-morrow at two.* 

Flint, though he had travelled twenty 
miles this morning, was not fatigued^ 
or out of fpirits; but fct off with his 
mafter's letter with alacrity, and 
brought him word that he had deli- 
vered the letter ; but that Mifs Trevor 
was not at home* 

X can't pafs, unnoticed, an accident 

tthat 
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that happened to Flint, to (hew the" 
danger and villainy of a London mob; 
I can fcarce fuppofe it the fame in any 
metropolis but in this. Every little, 
Unufual occurrence draws together 
a crowd of people to enquire into the 
caufe, and the pickpockets take the 
opportunity to rob the bye-ftander of 
his purfe, his watch, his handkerchief, 
&c. Proceflions, a fire, a battle be- 
tween two men or boys, a woman faint- 
ing, a drunken man, an accident of 
any kind is fufficient to call the atten- 
tion of a London mob, and draw the 
people together ; and the vagabond- 
thieves are fo numerous and defti- 
tute as induftrioufly to fight pretended 
battles, and create incitements to 
F 2 a 
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a mpbj that they may have their, 
wiflied-for opportunities. Careful and 
cautious people are aware of thi5> and 
take pains to avoid a crowd 5 but the 
tboughtlefs and'inconfiderate will rufli 
cjjgerl^into one, and become the ob- 
jc&s of plunder. — Flint, in his way 
from Lady Dalhit's, got into a hob^- 
We, that had nearly ended with much 
worfeconfequencesthanitdid. TTiough 
he had a good deal of forefight, not 
being well acquainted with London^, 
he was not up to all the tricks of 
Iharpers and pickpockets. He loved 
a bufUe, and was- fond of running into 
every crowd he met. At Charing^ 
Crofs, a drunken fellow with a pipe 
and tabor^ had called together the 

idle 



( lOl J 

idle and the Vag^lbbnds, and a pretty 
fmart mob wascoHedled : thefe are 
ihe times when thieves and-pickpockefs^ 
Watch their oppbrtiiiuty to difburtheh: 
thofe who are encumber^ with any 
little matters about them.— ^-Flint was 
the foremoft in this niob, and a fie*, 
titious battle taking place, he took, 
feme pains to infpirit the com- 
batants. — ^'^'Well done Scarlet Jacket, 
*' — Mind your eye, Bandylegs^— thtoiRT' 
^' your blows in ftreight and thick-^ 
<« hit him in the bread-baflcet — keep 
•^him at arm's length."*— Such were 
the terms of the pugiliftic art in 
^hich Flint, in intimtiting ' to the 
combatants, -was veiry vociferous. 
Whilft the corporal Was thus eftgageJ, 
F 3 abake;r's 



ai baker*s boy ran up againft his 
coat; Flint's attention being thus 
called ofF» a rafcal ftepping forward^ 
induflrioufly wiped off the flour from 
his coatj and whifpered in his ear to 
take care of an ilUlooking fellow near 
Aim, or he would lofe his handkcr- 
cliief. Endeavouring to fave this^ 
the fellow picked his pocket of his 
tobacco box ; another behind him, 
ilole his cap, whilft a third tread- 
ing down the heel of his (hoe^ kicked 
it ofl^ and - thus robbed him of his 
jilver buckle. Endeavouring to reco- 
yer his fhoe, he loft his watch, got his 
head broke, and narrowly efcapcd 
beipg charged with being a pick- 
pocket hiipfelf, being. draped to a 

horfe 
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horfe pond and ducked. He fcram- 
bled and fought his way through the 
mob^ as well as he could, and com* 
forted himfclff when out of danger, 
with having delivered his mafter*s let- 
ter. — *' Arrah, by my confcience, (faid 
" he) if thefe \fc your London tricks, 
•' Flint will be a match for you an- 
'« other time ; he will carry nothing 
•* about him, and then you may fteal 
"it and welcome." There was fel- 
dom a circumftance that happened 
to him, but he communicated it to his 
mafter, but this ftory he was afraid to 
tell, left he ihould be laughed at^ and 
called a fool for his pains* 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXH. 



TlUT, we muft^npt xmit to relate 
what paS^d at lacfy Dafliic's^ when 
flint d^liv^red bismafter's letter. 



Bridget had pjrqf^red h^x Lady to 
receive Tom's firft vifit, wfto had pro^ 
cured a fuit of deaths that fitted .him 
well ; but^ being unufed to a fword^ 
it was frequently between his legs, and 
nearly throwing him down. Tom 
was fhewn up by a fervant, who. had 
received Bridget's ordecs to admit no 
one into the room, till Sir Thomas 
Flam was gone. This was a ncceffary 

precaution. 
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prtcaution^ left hj^ llibuld be kcidcii- 
tally difcoverccL. 

Tom was brought in a chair/ind, 
being, ufhered up into a room, Bridget: 
firft gaAre him the meeting, with* 
5* Who'll lay, Tom, you do not look. 
** like a gentleman now?" turning him. 
roundj and admiring him ; " youarc- 
** Sir Thomas Flamall over!'*— ♦* Yes^ 
" (replies Tom) I think I know how 
" to put cloaths oni when. I have any 
" to put on.. I have; been pradlifing; 
" that thefe feven years.. Is thecoaft 
•* clear V'—^< Mifs Trevor (flie faid}, 
•* was juft gone out:in the chariot, and. 
** her Lady was ready to receive him." 
Tarn Ikrdf his heart faited him in'thc^ 

tBilinefs;; 
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bufinefs; but Bridget encouraged him 
with, " Plha ! Nonfexifc I — You have 
«• impudence enough upon fome occa- 
'• fions^ and when a good fortune's at 
" ftake, it is worth an attempt ; ftie is^ 
•' tired of a fingle life, and will be 
*' eafily won. Indeed, the women are 
«« all eafily won. I know the fex well. 
« They only want preffing." — ** If that 
^ will do, (returned Tom) faith flic 
« ftiall have enough of it.'* Bridget 
then left him, to acquaint her Lady of 
his being thtre ; and Tom, in the mean 
-yhile, examining himfelf in the glafi, 
obferved that the coat fitted him to 
a tee. 

Lady Dafhit foon entered the room, 

and 
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and afFedled to appear confufed. 
Bridget was peeping behind, and Tom 
bowing afFedledly, Lady Daftiit firft 
broke the filence^ with, *' Yo\jr name, 
^^ Sir, I underftand, is Sir Thomas 
« Flam ?" — *' Sir Thomas Flam, at 
•' your Ladyfliip's fcrvice ;'' replied 
Tom. Lady Dalhit could not help 
noticing to herfelf, that he was a very 
gentleman-like ' man, and begged him 
to be feated. Tom began : ** Though, 
•* Madam, Fmay be a fti-angerto your 
^''Ladyfhip, you are hot fo t6 me.. I 
*• have admired' you frequently, and 
^* ardently wiflied for an opportunity of 
*• telling you fo." To which Lady Dalhit 
replied, with a good deal of confulion, 
*• I fcarce know how. Sir Thomas, to 

^'confidcr 
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«*confidfr this, othcrwife than 9s z 
" compliment, when there muft be, »o 
«' doubt, a number of young ladies, in 
** the circle of your acquaintance, that 
•• muft be noticed by you/' — «* True, 
«' Madam, (faid Tom) there are ; but 
" I hate your young ladies, boardiug- 
*' fchool mifles, and novel-reading 
'* girls ! When a man looks for a 
«* wife, he wifhes to meet with a wo- 
•' man of fenfe and difcretion ; a lady, 
•* like yourfelf, who, to eli^ancc of 
**jperfon, and a fufficient (hare of 
" beauty, is bleft with an underftand* 
«' ing, to make any man happy/' Dur-. 
ing this ftudied fpcech, he threw his 
legs and arms about, in an aflfei^ed 
x^Yt as if in raptures with his own 

eloquence : 
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eloquences and Bridget behind^ feenw 
f d not a tittk pleaded with his words 
and mannerj wondering wbere he 
learnt them. Lady Daihit was cap- 
thratcdj and afFedling a balhfiil con- 
fufionj replied, " Yonr compliments^ 
*' Sir, quite confufc me. Pray, Sir 
*■ Thomas, are you acquainted with 
« the Vavafons of Yotklhirc ? I hear 
•'your eftatc Jiea in that county. 
During all this time, Bridget induftri-i 
pufly came backwards and forwairis; 
under a pretf^nce of adjuflii!^ the roomw 
Tom, rather hefitating, cried> *' Oh I 
•« yes, Madam/' — ^^ Has the old gen- 
**tlemen (feid Lady Dafhit) got rid 
•' of his lamcnefs ?'* Tongi, not being 
prepared for this^ and at a lofs, could 

only 
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only fay, «« Mad^m^' ' Lady Dafhit 
went on : "His fciatica has been a 
*' troublefome connpanidn to him/' 
Tonij not knowing thd meaning of the 
word, and, fuppoling it be his wife, 
replied, •* I have n6t the honour of 
•« knowing the lady/*— ** What lady?" 
retorts Lady Dsad.it. Tom anfwered', 
5« Mri. Sciatica/'— ?? Mrs. Sciatica!'* 
explains Lady Dafhit, with furprize ; 
*< — ^Sciatica. Sir, is the hip-gout, with 
•* which Sir Walter has been long af- 
flidted/* Tom, recovering himfelf) with 
an afFecfled fmile, replies/*^! thoroughly 
*' underftaitd what your Ladylhip 
5* means by fciatica : it is, I fay, an 
«' attendant^ which, blefs my ftars, I 
« never, had the honor of- being ac-* 

y quainted; 
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" quainted with ;" rejoicing that he 
had brought himfelf off fo welk 
Lady Dafhit did not rightly enter into 
this, and faid^ with a kind of farcaftic 
fncer, ^* I don't apprehend^ Sir Thomas^ 
*' you are acquainted with any of the 
« family/* Tom faid, « Not I, in- 
« deed." — '* Then, why, ( returned 
" Lady Dafliit) did you lay you was ?" 
« — Pardon me. Madam, (anfwered 
*' Tom) I underftood your Ladyfhip 
" alked mc whether my cftate lay in 
*' Yorkfhire ; it was to this I anfwered 
** Yes/' — " I muft entreat your excufe 
" then. Sir Thomas, (fays Lady Dafliit)i 
•* in what part of Yorkfliire does it 
" lie ?'• Tom, no lefs confufed, and at 
a greater lofs^ than before, cries again, 

^« Ma'am ?'^ 
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*' Ms/atti P'*-^*' Near irhat tfown^ (coft- 
•^«tihu6d Lady Dafliit) for I ato well 
«* acquaihted with all the rldiftgs!*' 
^« The devil ride her/' faid Tbm^ to 
4iilnfelf> turning his head, and whif* 
pcririg to Bridget, Uiiobferved by hef 
iniftrtfs, «* Where dots this eftatfc of 
♦' mine Jie ?" — «* Any where near 
*» Tbirji ?'' continues Lady Daihit. 
Bridget, ^t a lofs, whifpers to Tom,. 
« Say, not a great way from York."— ^ 
»» A little dff one fide Ywk,*' (fays. 
'« Tom to Lady Dalhit.) ^ thirlk,. 
«« (replied flie) is not maAy miles from* 
♦^ the city.*' Tom, ftill embairaffed,, 
ftamnters out, «* True, Ma'am; true,, 
<* Ma'am ; bttt my landJ are on the 
'•oppofite fide of the ckj, where I 

•'ihallJ 
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^ Ihall be proud of conducing 'Lady 
'^ Daihtt, and putcingJxarin pofleffion 
-^« of tfaem. Do, my dear Madam, let 
^'me hope I may, ere Jong, have the 
^* happinefs to ctll you mine/' Bridget, 
fidgeting, about the room, and not lik^. 
ing this dull convef&tion, contrived 
fo draw ne^r, ind whifper him in his 
.car, <* Why don*t you kneel at her feet, 
*« and kifi her hand ?" It may appear 
a little ^xttaordinary^ that, upon fuch 
an interview, Lady Dafliit fhould 
ntit'he more particular, with refpecft to 
iier maid's being prefent ; but^ when it 
Is confidered, that her maid was heir 
confidatite, of courfe in the fecret,-and 
liad been the ineans of introducing Sii: 
Thomas theve, and when we confider 

that 
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that Lady Dz&Atr had a blind fidty vavSL 
"wore a glafs cy^, /and Bridget kept oa 
that fide of hefj^ it is not to* be w«>n^ 
dered at. Lady Daibit did not notice 
Bridget, being attenMve only to her 
own intereft. ^".Iprcfume, (faid (he) 
** Sir Thonia^a youvknow what fortune 
" I am poffcffed . of ?^* {Tbaf I do, 
faid he to hiitifelf; but, addreffing 
himfelf to. her hsaiyttiip) " Fortune, 
" Madan), i$ not thp qyeftion^ He^ 
'* would ill defcrve' your Ladyfhip, 
•' who thought of your fortune. I bave 
•' a YQry ample one, wh.ifh I fliall be 
•* proud to ftiare with you. Your 
«* dear felf is the obje<5l ofmyadora-^ 
** tion. Suffer me to throw my felf at 
5* your feet; and fayi could I once 

»* bavQ, 
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" have the honour of calling you Lady 
« Flam, I Ihould be the happieft of 
*' men.'* Upon this he threw himfclf 
upon his knee^ feized her hand with 
ardour, prelFed it to his lips, and kilTed 
it with fervour. Lady Dafhit now af- 
feAed a girlifh confuiion, rofe from 
her feat, begged him to rife, uttering 
with difficulty, '* To fay. Sir, I am 
" not flattered with your liberality of 
" f(;ntiment, would be telling an un- 
^< truth. I am, and (hall be, glad to 
** fee you again at your leifure ; at 
** which time Imay be more explicit/* 
«« Give me leave, (faid Tom, in rap. 
«' tures) to kifs your hand ;*' and 
whilft fo doing, Flint hurried into the 
roomj and difcovcring Tom, though 

"in 
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in a new charader, was ftnick mo- 
ttonlefs with furprife. Let us dwell 
a little on the moitifitation <^f this 
fcene. In the very moment thAt 
Bridget and Tom were cdnceiving 
tfaemfelvQs in their coaches^ that this 
fellow fliould blunder in, and break 
down all their chimeras. He inftantly 
&w through the fcheme laid for Lady 
Dalhit ; fpoke not a word, but, with 
a look of honefl: indignation^ told Tom 
^twasatanend. 

We muft break ofFhcrc, to fay how 
iFldiit obtained iadmiflion.. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. yXIII. . 

TV AMBLE had dirpdtcd Flint,, if, 
pofliblcj ta deliver his letter inta 
Mift Trevoi's hands; which he might 
do, by aflcing.for her maid. For he» 
was apprehenlive, from what he had 
heard of Lady Dafhit, if it fell in hex 
way, Mifs Trevor might not receive, 
it. To this encj» Flint haviqg Jcnock^cl, 
at the doorj alked for Mfk Bridgets- 
« What do you want vitb. h^V\ 
faid the porter, who opened it^ 
« What. do I want with her? (return* 
** cd Flint) to be fure I don't want 
!• hen— I have a little bit of a letter 

•'here 
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*« here for her lady." — ^* Some pcti- 
*^ tion, I fuppofe^ or be^ng letter ;** 
faid the porter r (for the ladies were 
very charitably difpofed) " we have 
«♦ been peftered with too may of them 
** to-day already." — ^* Peteetion! (cries 
** Flint, railing his voice) What, does 
^^ the rafcal take me for a pauper ? — 
'* Look in my cap, you teef, (point- 
*• ing to his cockade) and you'll fee I 
** carry the badge of a jontlemati/* 
^ «• Jontleman I" returns the fervant, 
imitating Flint's brogue, *^ a pretty 
^ fort of a gentleman -like badge 
*' truly. Now the war'ii over, we (hall 
"be over-run with fuch forry kind of 
[ " gentlemen. Every idle vagabond, 
l^f* who has neitlier houfc nor habita* 

« tion. 
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^tion, trade nor profeffion, calls bim-> 
« felf a gentleman. Go, fet ofe-^rou'li 
** get nothing ' here.'* Flint's ' pride 
was now roftfcd, e^nd he roared out, 
*« Hair me, fellow ;-— a cockade now i»' 
*» the higheft badge of diftendion. ^ 
" What would my 'little country tavc 
*• been but fdr thbJfe who wore cock- 
^« adcs ? I am a foldier, and a foldicr 
^' is a gentleman al! the world over. - 
"^^ And what is more, you poltroon, I 
*"f bear about me the hohourablc marks 
•< of war ; and am therefore riot to* be 
*'' talked to by luch a fnakihg infig- 
" nificant ting as you. I WiiHlhad 
'*^you at Trincomilee.'* ' Arid at this 
he ftiook his cudgel bW the fellow's 
head* ^ Shew me to your Lady irii* 

f « madiatcly, 
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«« mediately, ( repeated Flint ) or, hy 
** St. Patlricfc, I will, with. thiS; Utti© 
« ihUtelaj ^vc you foch a bating as 
«« you'll fed for thcfe' feven years, 
«♦ though yott were to die to-morrow." 
This arpumitim h»eul'muin, or fear of 
.dfubbin^ gained hhn a diredioa into^ 
what^inotn vp ftair* to goj whiqh ac-. 
coimi» for hi« abrupt introdu^on into 
Lady. Dafiut^a apartment. 

•■-■'- *> 
The iafiant Bridget &w Flint, fh^f, 

taLQup to hira, and took hiiri outof 
the *oom ; and Tom took that oppor- 
tunity, of taking his leave; but with a 
fijrdier invitation to wait on Lady. 
Daftuls again, firidgat no fooner got 
liim out of the -room, than ihe XcoUed 

«him 
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him for coming up ftairs, and alkcdl 
what he wanted ? ^* What do I want, 
-*' Maiftrefs ? ( returned he ) why, 1 
*« want the young lady of the houfe ; I 
<• have a letter for her." — '« Then you 
♦« fliould have fent it up," laid Bridget. 
^^ Sent it, honey? (replied Flint) Why, 
" I might have done that, and favcd 

*' myfclf the trouble of bringing it 

♦* I can carry it back again, and fend 
'• it now, if that be all." — '' No, no, 
*' fool, (fays Bridget) now you have 
** brought it, you may give it to me. 
•• Mifs Trevor is not at home j when 
" Ihe returns, I will give it her. So 
'* you may go," taking him by the 
(houlder, and putting him out. 
«Well, (returns Flint) don't fliove 
Vol. II. G «' me. 
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«< inc. I think I know that jontlcmd'li 
*' in the next worn : giva me leaw to 
" fpaik tQ him^ Though he's as fine 
<^ as a jay, and look& Uke a flagftaff 
*^ on the king'* birth-day,. 1; have feem 
'^ hiw in a coarfer garb/' — " HoW 
^' your filly tongue, (replied Bridgeti) 
*« You know him ? How ftiould yoit> 
" know him ? That's Sir Thomas 
*^ Flam, a gentleman that's going te 
" be married to my old Lady ; — but 
*^ this, is a fcci?ot.'* — ^' Sir Tlik6M»a« 
'< Flam!" exclaims Flint, fneering; and 
in going out, but not fo loud as tp be 
heard^ " A pretty Flam* upon n^ con- 
«« fcience ! Good luck go with you, 
« honey U^-WelJ, deliver thclqt^ejf to 
" IVBfs Ti;evoir. You nmy tqll hier, its 

« ftom 



( J43 ) 

*^ from my Maijfter, CoJonel Ramble, 
« and ihat Kttle Flint brought iW* 

Whca ToHii kad.^l^^n Ws lea^ye, j^nd 
iPlini wa^ goae^ L^ Dafhit rung for 
li^F nuud> ^ei^qAibcd who Flint Avas, 
•an4 ]?(0w hie came to be admitted ; for 
lyhich the Po^er got a good fcolding^ 
t\cf: only from hj^ L^, but from 
BindjB?t. ^* Well, my Lady, (feys the 
<* li^tter) how dpes your tadylhip like 
^^ Siif T|iQ9^ ? Is he nojB a very clc- 
"ganti fln? fpoken gemlenaan? He 
<^ told la^j on going out, that he was 
^' %ll.in, raptures with your Liidyfliip.** 
i^y E^fhit obferving to her t^at he 
w^ a gopd d^l ^t a lofs ^bout Che 
foaiMiftn gf hi% cH3mnti?y feni, *^ I iboulcl 
G 2 " have 
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^ have been furprifed if he had nor, 
*' (fays Bridget). Every lover is con- 
** fufed at the firft interview with his 
•' Miftrefs. I could fee, my Lady, 
*^that you yourfelf was confufed/' 
*' Very much fo indeed ! ( returned 
*' Lady Dalhit.) It will not be impro- 
** per, however, to make fome further 
'^ enquiries about him. I think, I'll 
" a(k Mr. Spatter ; he knows every 
** body." Bridget, convinced that 
Spatter would fay he knew him, from 
a foolifli pride he took in being ac- 
quainted with every titled man, urged 
her Lady to it much; and, left (he 
fliould apply to any other, propofed 
fending to Mr. Spatter, and begging 
him to <:all the firft time he came that 

way. 
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way* Lady Dafhit enjoined her maid 
to fecrecy ; but (he was too much /»- 
terefted in the affair, as flie faid to her- 
fclf, not to be as fecret as pofliblc^ 



CHAP. xxnr. 

\yClSS Trevor having fent Ramble 
an anfwer, upon her return home,, 
that Ihe Ihould be happy to fee him ; 
he M^aited on her the next morning, 
and was no fooner announced, than 
Mifs Trevor told her maid, that Co- 
lonel Ramble waited on her, at his own 
requeft, begging her private ear for 
G3 -'^half 
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half an hour, on bufinefs of momenta 
«' Moft afluredly, Mifs, (faid Bridget); 
*« will my words come to pafs. He 
" is as much in love with you as you* 
•^ can be with him. Mr. Spatter told 
" me fo. You are certainly born for 
*' each other." Mifs Trevor could not 
but cqnfefs that Ihe was partial to. 
him, but feared he was too unfettkd 
to think of a wife, till he had nearly 
outrun his fortune. " Then make 
*' yourfelf eafy, (returned Bridget, pert- 
*' ly) for that's pretty well the cafe 
«' already : at leaft the world fays fo." 
This was too much ; Mifs Trevor was 
nettled. " Don't be impertinent ; (faid 
*' fhe) you take more liberties than 
^' become you. If / think proper to 

" fpeak 
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•* ipcak freely of him, I wdn't havfc 
^ you do it. Go, (hew the Gcdonel 
** up." " Marry come up !" fays 
•Bridget, muttering . to herfelf, as flic 
kft the rooFh ; •* there's more fiifs 
♦' about fweetheafrfs in this houfe than 
« in the whde p^rifli befides." — '* I 
*«fbegy€HJr pardon, Mrfs Trevor, (faid 
"« the Goloftel, en ehtertngtbe toom,) 
♦« for this intmfioii ; but 1 was defitotis 
*«'0dr feeing yon on a tnaftterof fotnc 
** impdrttoce.** Chairs being Vought, 
^hd W\Agtt having Irft the room, 
kttfnfble trellt oft : ^' I *hope what I 
** have to domntuiticate will attracft 
'" ydur Attention ; but, ftiould it not 
*' tfteet your afpprdbatioh, truft it will 
^ be go0d-natuitdly forgiven/* Mifs 

Trevor, 
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Ircvor, with lome confufion, faid ftic 
was perfuaded he could offer nothing 
but what fhe fhould be happy to at- 
tend to. Though the Colonel was far 
from wanting words, and could have 
addreffed any woman for himfelf, yet 
he found himfelf embarraifed when 
pleading the caufe of his friend ; fear- 
ing it might not be well received, and 
be deemed impertinence, y You arc 
«c yery good, (Ciid he) and polite, Mifs 
^' Trevor, and I am proud of the oc- 
*' cafion. The fubjedt I am to intro- 
** duce to you is of fo ferious a nature, 
*' that I requeft you will not give a 
'* hafty opinion of it," Mifs Trevor 
was all confufion, and could not help 
noticing the Colonel's embarraflTment, 

who 
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who now feltj for the firft time, an 
awkwardnefs in a love-affair, that he 
never experienced before. Whether it 
was from having had an intimation of 
Mifs Trevor's partiality for him; or 
whether it arofe from his partiality for 
befyVihich feemed to increafe at this 
tete-a-tete, is immaterial, but fo it 
was; he found it difficult, yet went 
on. *' Your charms and good con- 
'* duft, my dear Mifs Trevor, as is na.. 
*' tural to fuppofe, have made an im- 
«* preffion, where I can take upon nac 
" fay> no time can erafe.** *« The im^ 
*' preffion, . Colonel, you are pleafed to 
" talk of, (returned Mifs Trevor,} 
«' muft arife, not from any deferts of 
/* minej, but from a too partial opinion 

'« entertained i 
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^* entertained of me.^* ^' Every onc> 
^^' (replied Ramble) muft entertain a 
'^* partial opinion of Mifs Trevor. 
'^* Thofc who have fecn her once, muft 
*«Vwifli to fee her again; and thofe 
** wliom flit is pleafed to honour with 
*'her notice, muft ftand in raptures 
'5' at her virtues/* 

Mife Trevor, bowing to the com* 
pitmfeflt, but with a fmile that would 
have woti the heart of ah anchorite^ 
obferved, that ftre ^as at a lofs to de- 
termine which was moft ine^tcufeable^ 
unpalatable truths or agreeable infin- 
cerities ? Ramble, who was now more 
in love with her than ever, but wa* 
tied up by hottbur and fttehdihip to 

fmother 
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Ttnothcr the paflion, f6und h?mffelf ex- 
ceedingly aukward. *' Call me nOt 
'^ infinCdrc, ( faid he ) J am a plaiti 
*• dealet, and you hiuft excufe my 
^« frttrfkhefs. The amfhible quaHries 
** yoti ydffefs, ifhe goodnefs df yduv 
^< heart, my Aear M?fs Trevor, aftd thfc 
^' iweetrtefs of your difpdfition, entitle 
•* yoXx to the admhatito of every 
^^ man ; and, permit me to fay, 
«Afey have made a conqueft of a 
^ heart,. thsTt l Ihould htfpe you ^ill 
«* haVc fome cOmpaffioh for." "' You 
^ liave a happy way, Cololiel, (return- 
* ed Ihe) of ifigratiatJiTg yourfelf whrh 
♦• the women, and I have little doubt 
** b6t that Ihe who caii attract your 
f* attention, mull be proud of the 
• «' conqucft. •* 
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*' conqucfl:.'* By thefe words Ramble 
perceived himfclf not underftood, and 
was, therefore, determined to cut the 
matter ftiort, left he ftiould lofe his 
own heart; for though he was attach- 
ed to Mifs Rafpe, and fhe was a girl 
whom any man might love, yet fhe 
had not the underftanding nor the in- 
dependence of Mifs Trevor. His ac- 
quaintance with Mifs R.afpe was of 
fhort duration, and it was now fome 
time fince he faw her; but Ramble 
was a man of ftrift honour, and, hav^ 
ing made propofals of marriage to 
her, would never think of flying from 
them. Thefe were his inward thoughts, 
whilft addrefling Mifs Trevor. De-* 
termined, therefore, to bring the mat^ 

tei 
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tcr to an ifliie, he told her, he would 
not trefpafs longer upon her patience, 
but take the liberty at once to folicit 
her hand and heart in favour of one 
who adored her, and could not live 
without her. ** My heart, (replied 
*• flie) is too poor an objedl to noake 
" much parade of j it is a trifling, filly 
•' thing, that fcarce knows its own in- 
'* tcrefts ; and, I fear, of too little 
•« confequence to be worth any one's 
" notice.*' *' It is, I am convinced, 
•* (anfwered Ramble) a heart that 
*' every fenfible nun would be am- 
*' bitious of obtaining ; and, I honeftly 
" declare to you, that I never thought 
'*. my friend Dangle a man of under* 
'* (landing till now." Mifs Trevor, 

till 
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feftTtliis inffent, was ii6t tihdecdVcd lA 
*el- hdpes but that the Gdcind tv* 
itA&r^S^g litt: for hirtifelf ; vh^td, Of 
Vdurie, teftified her fuTfprife *: tlife 
tt»tne of l^iftgle. Rafnble proceeded': 
^ My desff Mfs Trevor, Dingle haS- 
* fciig loved ybu^ aftd ^ft^n wifhed to 
•* dfeckre it, but a turfed rhauvttife 
^ hdnte, \trlnCh he cafifftdt get thfc bet- 
^ttt of,,ha^ preveht^d *us faying what 
^ \tt has te^quefted tnfe to lay for hitn., 
« Will you give rfte Iteive to tell him. 
**that ydu i*ill receive his addref- 
«* fes }: B^lreve me, you catthot coun- 
•* tenatice ^ more ho:neft feltoiv, hoz 
<' one that wifl nfiafce a bettfcr huf- 
•« band/* Mils Trevor^ now betrafy- 
irig more furprifcj awd fottie marks *6i^ 

dilpleafnrej 



tfi^pfeaiftrre, faid, '''So, Sir, itPrs ^fn. 
♦* l)Mgle*s cairfe that you hkve bee'n 
'*J)lcad*ing all this tittie?" ^'EVeii 
«* fo. Madam, (iirfwe!red he) the caufc 
'* Of frfettdfhip tod of kjh^e." '** Then,. 
" ffaid fhe) I muft be under the tie- 
** cfeffity of tdlirtg ydti, thiat you havd- 
<* becfn fpuitlefsly ettiployed, 1 am not 
'•itifttifibtecrf rite honour Mr. ©angk 
^does me ; btit tny heart ha:s unfortu^ 
•^ "itattly been Tong wtgageA to another. 
^ (here fhe ftghcd) Mr. Dangle fe a 
^« gehtlemati I fhall ever refped as a 
*^ friend, but the laft man in the world 
** I could bring myfclf to think of as 
^ a bujband.** ^* But are you ferious. 
^ in this?*' returned Ramble.: — ^''Quite 
f fcjfious/* faid the*— Ramble addcd^ 

he 
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he hopfd he had not difpleafed hor 
by the part he had taken. *' I fhould 
'^ have been much better pleafed, (re-^ 
*' plied Mifs Trevor) had you taken 
*' up lefs of my time upon the occa*.- 
" fion/' With this fhe got up, and 
rung the bell. Ramble, feeing, he had 
given offence,, and, unhappy, at the 
circumftance, faid, taking her by the 
hand,^ " Come, Mifs Trevor, it was 
" an adt of friendfliip ;■— ^you muft for- 
*• give me, and if ever I undertake 
*' fuch another jobb, the devil fetch 
** me/* 

•• It mighty, (faid Ihe) be an ad of 
" friendfhip to bm^ but it furely could 
" be none to, me ; however. Sir, on 

*• condition . 
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«* condition that you never mention him 
** again, I fliall think no more of it/** 
Bridget now entered the room; flie afk- 
ed if every thing was ready for her 
above ; and being anfwered in the af-^ 
firmative, looked at her watch, apo- 
logized to the Colonel for leaving him. 
fo abruptly, fear'd Ihe ftiould not be 
dreffed in time, ordered her fervant to 
wait on him down, and left him, with 
A heart wretched at the difappoint:- 
ment. Ramble felt himfclf much hurt 
at this ; — his good-nature, and readi- 
nefs to oblige his friend, had caufed 
him to offend a lady he mlly re« 
fpedled j and various were the fuggef- 
tions that immediately ftruck him. 
He could not but dwell on the charms 

of 
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of Mifs Trevor, aiid lament that ilE 
luck which engaged him to plead » 
caufe, in which he was become fo ^Un- 
tangled. 



C H A R XXIV. 

Tl AMBLE, as IftfaV^^dM^lfv&d^Cjvihc^ 
hhnfelf rtmch ^itiba^riifSed in thfc 
aflWr i¥ith Mifs Tiievor, • Indeed 9ib 
fcjftiroertts diffi^ed fo widely frcWi ^ir^ 
generalhy. of yodflg rtien, as to tfe fiifl- 
ceptible of many j^mjuietudes tiiey 4*e- 
ver "know. He %ent fome hofurs, one 
mornings, ia *is ftwdy> contemplating 

this 
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iWs bufihefs ; and thus it was he war- 
foncd trkh himfeif : « What is it> (faid 
he) that fo difturbs me? I u^dfei*to6k 
to plead for my friend, in behalf of his 
affediiont for Mifs Trevor. — When I 
found my own hearrt interefted, did I 
betray my friend ? — ^No,-^but as warm-^ 
ly urged hia fuit, ai$ if it had been my 
own.— Would ftie hear mc ?-— No,— but 
took offence ; and would only forgive 
it on contfition That the fubjecSl: never 
was renewed ; ^iih a pofitive decla^ra- 
fion, that fhe never would admit 
Danglers fuit.— Was I not thefi at 'li- 
berty to have pleaded for myfdf? — 
Yes i and thoufands would have done 
it, had they felt, IHce 'mo, the powerful 
irtftucnce df her charms.-^How ulrtfor- 

tunate,,. 
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tunate, that he fliould have applied to 
me, who am now, perhaps, much more 
her flave than ever he wds! — Her 
manner, I thkik, was lingular: — She 
appeared fenfibly touched with my 
difcourfe. — What did (he mean bjr 
unfortunately engaged ? — To whom, 
could that be? — But, what am I 
about ? (throwing himfelt" upon his, 
fbfa) Do I already forget the promifes 
I made Mifs Rafpe ? — Unlucky, cruel- 
hour, that linked me to this chain of 
trouble ! — In which am I moft jufti- 
fiable ? — Is that man a man of honour^ 
who {hall rob a parent of his child ? — 
Will my faith to Mifs Rafpe compenr- 
fate for the injury done to her father, 
who builds all his hopes on marrying 

hct 
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her to a nobleman ? — Will not this in- 
juftice to bim^ call a (hade upon my 
honour? — Mifs Rafpe may have, and 
may yet meet, many a better offer; 
avoid offending her parent, and pre- 
vent my doing him an injuftice. — 
Mifs Trevor is independant ; and, with 
a good fortune, enjoys the dilpofal, not 
only of that, but of her perfon ; — and, 
was I to marry her, I Ihould have no 
feelings to wound, — noremorfe to fling 
me. — ^What, not the reproaches of a 
friend ? — Have thefe no poignancy ? — 
They have. — Mifs Trevor \^ill not hear 
him; of jcourfe, treachery it.cannot be. 
— But, have I once dwelt on that, 
which reflects difhonour, more than all 
the reft?— -Have I confidered the pains 

I took 
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1 nQpk ip wm a h^m, I xa<»i? feem, & 
msMmg: ^o if^figa ^t.-W^ I happy till 

tsiclMnDeRt t© «ie ?=tn*.WJbft^ n m^nfter^ 
^i^ ingr^tc, muft I thea tie,. Ik^ ftwpgec 
myfett aiod t^lp^ votws I njacjefaer ?'*--r.- 

At this inllant Spatter ftole iato the 
VQOjx)y with *' Whjvt, afleep^ lUmblc^ 
*' ia the wddle of the d^y, or rxM^ 
'' fiog ?'V«.^RamWej, too. 4bJCorbe<J in 
thQqght to qhferye hito, rofe firoixi tU^ 
fofe, and weiV.. cxn :-r-»" How tl;ie;Iib 
refl^cftipm woi^i ne^e!— -What pity 
is due to lihQie who feel as I doU^ 
M^i;iy a m^ tl^ere is, who would ^oxy 
in fuch (}ifficulties««f-Such ni^n inay 
fwflferlelsi but fuch men t (kfpift.-irt 

Shall 



\ 
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'Shaft I, then, ad in fuch a manner, 
as...** He was proceeding in this 
ftraitt aa Spatter approached him, but 
^It loft in Aought> aitd turning, as he 
uttered the kft word, unthinkingly, 
TOund,hi«faoe met Spatters^ who, crying 
« No,"' aloud, as anfwering to his quef- 
tion, ftartled him, and put an end to 
his reveries. ^ Where did you hide 
'»* yourfelf ?*• faid he to Spatter. *' I 
*•* have been here this half hour, (re- 
" plied he) and have heard your 
*i whole foliloquy," 

*' I am forry for it, (feid Ramble).— 
'«« You then can, perhaps, advife me?" 
^' Not I, believe me. (laid he) I have 
<< heard a grcf^ deal, but could make 

« little 
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** little out/' "Know then, (conti* 
^ Aued Ramble) I have been pleading 
^* Danglers caufe with a fine girl^ and 
«*am fallen defperately in love with 
*' her myfelf. Though fhe has abfo- 
^' lutely rcjedled his fuit, my refined 
^ notions of honour forbid me to make 
*' any advances for myfelf/' Spatter 
afked who the girl was ; and on Ram- 
ble's faying he was not at liberty to 
name her, added, " Let her be who 
*'lhe will, you may be very cafy 
^ on that Icore ; for Dangk's too fa- 
«' Ihionable a lover to think of a wife*. 
*' Had you obtained the girl's confent, 
«* he would have been much more em* 
« barraflfed and chagrined than he will 
** now, on being made acquainted with 

*'her 
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,** Tier refufal.'* This furprifed Ramble, 

and he begged Spatter would be more 

^explicit. " His vanity (he continued) 

<* is infupportable. In the courfe of 

■h his life he has not courted lefs than 

** fifty women ; whom, as fooh as he 

'* difcovercd that he was likely to fuc- 

*' cecd with, he has abfolutely jilted. 

** Was you to tell him that his appli- 

*' cation has been unattended to, ' he 

*' would be eager to renew it ; but; tell 

*• him he may have her, and fhe may 

«* be mine, or your's, or any man's." 

** You certainly cannot be fcrious j" 

replied Ramble. " Only try the ex- 

** periment,'* faid Spatter. Ramble 

faid it would be telling an untruth, 

which he never could do. — «* Not to 

Vol. II. H « fervc 
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*'yourfclf?'* replied Spatter. *' No, 
«< not to ferve z friend, (returned Ram- 
*« ble) whom I would ferve before my- 
'' felf/* — " Tell me (faid Spatter) the 
•• girl's narne^ and Til undertake it for 
'* you : — Mifs Seabright ? Lady Bab 
'* Squeamiih ? Mifs Gadabout ? 
" Mifs Trevor ? Mifs — ** '* It is in 
"vain (faid Ramble) to periiftj was 
•* you to name the whole town, it 
" would not do." — '* What will you 
« fay now (adds Spatter) if I tell the 
" untruth for you, antl bring Dangle 
« to relinquifh her ?'* — " Say ? (re. 
'* turns Ramble, laughing) fay you can 
" gulp down a lie better than I can." 
" You don*t deferve my good offices^ 
*' (replied Spatter) but, as I (hall have 

*' a laugh 
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*< laugh at Panglc's €xpence} Til fct 
«* about it,'* No fooner were the words 
uttcredj than Dangle entered the 
room: Spatter runi up to him^ with 
«« I was flying to you. Dangle with joy- 
^* ful tidings. Some girl. Ramble 
^' fays, to whom he has been fpeaking 
^' in your fiivour, confents to make you 
« happy ; you have only to buy alicenfe 
" and fix the day/*-^*' I hope (fays 
'* Dangle to Ramble) you have not 
«* betrayed me?" — ** Not I, upon my 
*' honour, (returned he) Spatter has 
^ tried all he could> to learn her name, 
*^ hut he is ftill in the dark/'—" That's 
^* true enough, (cried Spatter) ban- 
<« tcring him, for I would give all the 
^« world to know ; that I might have 
H 2 ''the 
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^« thehappinefs of paying my refpcds 
'* to Mrs, Dangle, that is to be.** 
Dangle already repented matters had 
gone fo farj and began confidering- 
how he fhould get off with Ramble ; 
for after all, *' he'd be curs'd (be faid) 
** if he could tune his mind to matri- 
** mony. And alked Ramble, whe- 
^' ther Spatter was not jefting?'* — 
'* You muft have a bad opinion of my 
*' oratory, (replied he) if you doubt 
'* its fuccefs." — " To be plain with 
'« you. Ramble, (returned Dangle, 
.•* fomewhat embarraffed) I could not 
'• conceive you would have been fo 
" expeditious, and the defign of this 
'* vifit was to requeft you to defer the 
^' matter till 1 had reconfidered it." 

Spatter, 
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Spatter, with a kind of triumph, 
whifpericd Ramble, " Am I right now 
" or not ?" Ramble addreffed him- 
fclf CO Dangle with feme warmihji 
and exclaimed, '* rcconfidcred it ! — 
*f Hearkee, Dangle ; — when you wifli 
" to trifle with a lady again, I beg you 
" will not make me your inftrqmenr. 
*« I hppelfliajl never meet you at that 
'^ houfe any more." — " Nay, (retorred 
«' Dangle) if you are fo warm upon the 
'* occafion, I muft tell you, that until 
" you are mafter of that houfe, or till 
" the ladies refufe to fee me, I fhall 
" go there when I pleafe ; — I fee na 
" reafon. Colonel Ramble, for this 
*' anger." — " I don't wifh to prevent 
" your going there, (^faid Ramble) all 
H 3 *' I hope 
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«' I hope is, that I may never meet you 
«* there; as I fhould not only blulh 
*< for myfelf, but for you. I am not 
" unacquainted. Dangle, with your 
" ridiculous vanity, and that this 
•.« circumftance may not add to your 
" trophies, be aifured. Sir, that the 
" lady, peremptorily refufed to iiften 
" to any thing I had to fay refpedling 
" you. You once upon a time told 
" me, you would not fufFer her cha- 
** rafter to be trifled with, this is 
'' trifling with it with a"" vengeance/' 
Dangle aiked him warmly, whether 
he meant to infinuatc any thing to his 
difadvantage ? *' Moft certainly, (re- 
•« turned Ramble} I do, and muft ac- 
^' quaint you, bcfpre your friend Spat- 
ter, 
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«« tcr, that your behaviour in this mat- 
" tcr, has been what I did not expeifl ; 
•' it was ungenerous in you to employ 
«* mc before you knew your own 
•* mind. Nay, Gentlemen (inter- 
rupted Spatter, addrefling himfelf firft 
to one and then to the other,? " Co- 
•• lonel Ramble, Mr. Dangle, — this is 
*• making a laughable matter too fc- 
•^ rious/* — " It is no laughable matter^ 
** (rcfumed the Colonel;) I mean ta 
*' take it up very ferioufly.*' — '^ Then, 
** if it offends you, (faid Dangle) you 
•* know your remedy ; I (hall be at 
" home the whole of the day, and 
*' wait your commands,*' And upoi* 
this left them. " Upon my foul^ 
'• Ramble, (laid Spatter) I am forry 
H 4 •for 
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for this, you have carried this affair 
fo far, that I fear you cannot refrain 
from calling him out." — « He may 
thank you for it, (returned he) for 
had you not laid open his folly to me, 
all would have been well. 1 fhould 
have acquainted him with the refult 
of my embafly, and things would 
have refted there." — '' Nay, (faid 
Spatter) I did it to put you at eafe ; 
I hope, however, matters may yet be 
honourably adjufted, without com- 
ing to extremities.*' — " Your ideas 
of honour, and mine. Spatter, (faid 
he) feem to be widely different ; I 
have had the fatisfedion of telling 
him openly my fentiments of his 
condud, and if they anger him, he 

♦* may 
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•* may have reeourfe to whatever mea« 
«* fure he pleafes ; I ftiall not call 
" further upon him ; if he calls upon 
'* me, it will not meet my attention; 
" if he attacks me, I trull I fhall have 
*' fpirit enough to defend myfelf. I 
•'have done it in my life more than 
•' once. But I am proud to fay, I 
*' ftiould be afraid to feek the life of 
•« another, nor would I, but in a cafe of 
" abfolute neceflity, rufh myfelf into 
** the prefence of my Maker, from the 
" confequcnce of an aft that admits of 
«• no repentance, and leave my fur- 
'« vivor only the bittereft remorfe." — 
" Well, upon the whole (faid Spatter) 
•* I don't know but your philcfophy 
«* may be right ; when he cools, he'll 
H 5 « be 
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•* be aftiamed of his behavi<)ur, and Til 
** take care to let his friends know that 
*' his propofal has been rejefted ; don't 
*' I merit now your confidence for 
•*this? Come, tell me her name, it 
*' (hall go no further, upon my foul it 
«' fhan't."— '"No, (faid Ramble) that 
'* would be fo like taking revenge ; be- 
<< fides, as I know you hate to be bur- 
"thened withfecrets,! will not trou- 
** bleyou with this." 



CHAP. 



c ^s:s y 

€HAP. XXV. 

"Q- AMBLE finding a want of money,, 
( and learning that he was in* 

dcbtcd to Mifs Trevor for his relisafe, 
thought it neceflary to apply to fomc 
perfon capable of accommodating him 
with the loan of icool. He was re- 
commended to Grumble, the attorney, • 
as a man in the habit of accommo- 
dating gentlemen with money. He 
went to this man's houfe, and found 
him feated in an eafy chair, with his 
leg wrapped up, and reftcd on a ftool 
as having the gout. Ramble ac- 
quainted him with his bulinefs, and 
produced a mortgage-deed of an eftate 
H 6 of 
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of 500I. a year, on which his father had 
lent a' neighbour 2000I. Grumble 
looking on the parchment, faid, " he 
" deemed it fufficient,and was happy in 
'« an opportunity of letting him hav^the 
'' money immediately ; as a friend of 
." his, a merchant of Liverpool, whofe 
" bufincfs he did in the money-way, 
"wasjuft arrived with a parcel, and 
"had been with him to enquire whc- 
" ther he could difpofe of any of it to 
" advantage^ and on his telling him he 
''• could, was gone to fetch it. He is a 
" man (continued Grumble) that I do 
" a great deal of bufinefs for, and loving 
*' his money as his life, would not em- 
" ploy me, if he did not think himfelf 
•' fafe in my hands ; I have, in my time 

*\done 
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** done many a fcore thoufand for him; 
" he is one of the richeft men in Li- 
** verpooi. Indeed I wonder he prof- 
" pers fo well, confidering the traffic 
•' he is engaged in, that of bartering 
*' for human flefh." — " I think (faid 
" Ramble) I know the man/' — 
" Not unlikely (returned Grumble) 
*« his name is Rafpe/' — " Has not he 
** an only child, a daughter?" — «' He 
" has, and ihe is in town with him. 
''As I find you know fomething of 
" him, I can bring you together. I 
** expedl his return every minute," 
Ramble begged to be excufed from 
this, faying, '' Though he knows my 
'* family,! think it would be better not 
" to mention my name, left he ihould 

'^ ftart 
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*^fl:art fome objedions; for he is a very 
« whimfical man."—**' Well, well,. 
** (faid Grumble) there is no occafion 
** to mention names, for Ke always 
*'' refts fatisfied with me. " Scarce were 
thefc words uttered, when Grumble's 
clerk entered the room and faid,.Mri. 
Rafpe was without and a young lady 
with him. Ramble begged leave to 
retire into the next room. He no. 
(boner had retired, than Mr. Ralpe 
and his daughter entered. '• Nothing 
" but gout here, (faid Rafpe) perhaps: 
" it is catching*. I am afraid to come 
•' in, I fuppofe your clerk's got the 
" gout too ; he was fo long delivering 
•* the meflage ; — he kept me half an. 
^ hour, waiting, and was at laft forced 

" tO; 
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♦' to c6me in without introduction/*^ 
*« — I can't get up, (faid Crumble) 
*^ you muft excufc me/*—'* Old fim^ 
« Maftcr Grumble (returned Rafpe) old 
*• fins, — (gout follows clofe.) — I have 
** brought the money, difpatch me as 
«' foon as poflible ; I have but little 
** time to fpare." — " I prbfume (faid 
'* Grumble) that young lady is your 
"daughter/* — ** Yes, (anfwered 
•* Rafpe) (he is my daughter ; I al- 
*' ways take her with me ; good for- 
" tunes are foon run away with ; I 
** therefore never lofe fight of her/* 
Grumble begged them to be feated, 
but no chairs being in the room, ex- 
cept the one he fat in, nothing but two 
high delk-fl:ools> Rafpe, who was a fliort 

man 
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man faid, '' he could not reach th^ 
'* ftool.". Grumble requefted Mifs 
to ring the bell, faying, " his clerk 
" fliould fetch one out. of the ;'next 
•* room." — "No, no, j( returned E^fpe) 
" he'll be a long time about it/ Vgnd 
turning to his, daughter, b.ad her fc-tcU 
one. Mifs Rafpe going info, thc,^nex;t 
room to fetf ha chair, difcoveredRap\7 
ble. She flew into bis arms with joy and 
furprife, and rneeting him where fhc fo 
little expcdled it, almoft qvei?come her* 
She had| not time then to fpeak to him, 
but took a chair and faid fhe wQuld 
contrive to return. Upon her entering 
the room where her father was, Ihe 
found him and his attorney engaged in 
bufinefs. Mifs Rafpe intei;^ upted 

them, y 
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them, by obferving to Mr. Grumble, 
what a fine colIeAion of pictures he 
had, and with his leave, whilft they 
were adjufting their bufinefs, {he 
would go and look at them. " Aye, 
" aye, (faid Rafpe) Charlotte loves 
** paintings ; her father hates them." 
Mifs Rafpe went into the next room 
again, faflening the door after her. 
She now told the Colonel, '' that they 
*' had been in London more than a 
" week, that Ihe had unfortunately loft 
** the diredlions he had given her, and was 
" quite unhappy on the account of it ; 
*' and confidered this accidental meet- 
'* ing as an ad of Providence. She 
acquainted Ramble, that it would be 
ftill fome weeks before they (hould fct 

off 
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off for Paris ; that they were at her un- 
cle's. Sir Raby Rafpc's, and Ihould there 
continue whilft in London,- got a direc- 
tion whei-c to convey a letter to the 
Colonel^ and afUired him ihe would 
contrive fomc method of feeing him in 
a day or two, and would let him know 
it by a line, and was (brry the time 
fuppofed for looking over a few piSiura 
would flot admit of her faying more 
to him at prefent. Her father, in the 
next room, upon Grumble's afluring 
him his daughter was a fine girl, and 
that he could not be too careful of her». 
told him he had fcnt her to Scotland 
to be out of the way of the men ; that 
he went a month fince to fetch her, 
and found a damned red-coated fellow 

under 
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under the fame roof, a man whom they 
called Colonel Ramble, that he brought 
her away juft in the nick of time, 
that a day longer would have loft her, 
that he left her fellow behind, that, 
thank Heaven^ he had nothing to fear 
now; as he was going to take her 
abroad, and would not fee her again in 
a hurry. Grumble, who was convinced 
now that the red-coated fellow alluded 
to, could only be Colonel Ramble in 
the next room, (eemed to enjoy the 
thought of the young couple meeting 
fo opportunely. He had, in his days 
been of an intriguing difpofidon him- 
felf, was mortified to find that age and 
infirmity put a ftop to his career. He 
therefore prolonged the converfation 

as 
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as much as he could, to give the Colo- 
nel more time to fp'end with Mifr 
Rafpe. • Grumble obfervtd that it was 
not a bad plan to take a pretty, girl 
with a good fortuhe, out of the way of 
danger. '* Weil, (&id Rafpe) 1 muft 
"begone," and hallooed dut for his 
daughter. Gru mble would gladly have 
detained him a little longer, by telling 
him he had an immediate opportunity 
for placing out a lOOcL of his money 
on very good (ecurity, but Rafpe was 
impatient to be goncj,^dcfiring him to 
acquaint him by letter with what he 
had done. Mifs Rafpe now re-entered 
the room, fmiling, and told her papa, 
he would have been delighted if h? 
had feen what Ihe had in the next 

room. 
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room. Such figures* fays (he, fuch 
attitudes i — Grumble faid there was 
one original worth half thebeft pic- 
« turcs of the age, and! perceive Mils 
•* Rafpe bus made no difficulty of dif- 

. *' tinguiftiing it." — " Original, or no 
" original, (returns Rafpe) I would 
" not crofs the threftiold to fee thou- 
«' fands of them. Come Charlotte, 
*' let's b.e ^gone.*'-— " I muft, papa, 

' ** take another peep, and then." On 
this Ihe opened the .door, bid the Colo- 
nel adieu with a fpeaking eye, and then 
accompanied her father home. The 
Colonel now re-entered to Grumble, 
got from him the cafli, and an account 
of what paffed between him and Rafpe; 
was not a little pleafed with the acci- 
dent 
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dent that brought him and Mils 
Rafpc fo unexpectedly together, and 
diverled at the idea that Rafpe, with 
all his eyes, ihould furnifli him with 
money to elope with his own dau£^ter. 






C H A P^ XXYI. 



T ADYDaftiit having fent to requcft 
that Spatter would call upon her the 
firft time he came her way, he loft no 
time upon the occafion, but waited on 
her ladylhip very foon after ; when to- 
gether, and in private, after a little 
general converfation, (he begged leave 

to 
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to afk him " Whether he knew Sir 
« Thomas Flam?**—" Perfcdly well, 
** Madam, (replied he) perfedlly well, 
«^ not to know h'm^ would be to argue 
** myfelf unknown ; there is fcarce a 
<' titled man in the kingdom that I 
*« don't perfonally know ; the different 
"•* clubs I belong to, my connexions, 
" all lead to this knowledge." — '' He 
*' has, I underftand, (faid Lady Dafliit) 
*' an eftate of 2000L a year in the 
'« neighbourhood of York."-<* Oh, yes, 
*' (returned he) the Flam*s of Yorkfhire 
•* every one knows.** — How much 
*' (alks Lady Dafhit) do you fuppofe 
« his eflatc amounts to ?** — '' I don't 
«* know, indeed, (returned Spatter) the 
** exadl rental ; but I apprehend it mud 

•' be 
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« confiderably above the fum your 
•'ladyfhip mentions/* She afked 
again^ " What may be the name of 
*' his eftatc ?" Spatter all confufion 
at thefe queflions^ and not willing to 
be caught in a lye> and yet not to be . 
known to a baronet, were things he 
could not digeft, feigning, therefore, 
forgetfulnefs " Name of his eftate, 
'^ Ma'am, name of his eftate ; — ^blefs 
" me, I fhall forget my own name 
** prcfcntly — I don't think of it at this 
"moment, but I have fpent many a 
" cheerful day with him."—'' Then, I 
*' prefume, (faid her ladyfcip) you arc 
•* perfonally acquainted with him ?** — 
" Perfonally (anfwered Spatter). Lady 
Daftiit, fearful they might not both 

mean 
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mean the fame perfon; obfervcd, 
*' that Sir Thomas was a tall, elegani:, 
** well made man." — '* Yes, yes. Ma- 
*' dam, (returns Spatter, with a quick 
'* reply) Flam's a fine fellow :" and 
dreading, with this inquifitive woman, 
he (hould foon get gravelled ; for till 
now he had never heard of one of the 
*.name, determined to be off. Looking, 
therefore, at his watch, he cries, 
•* Blelji me, it is near three o'clock, 
^* andl promifed to be at Lady Swal- 
" lows precifely as the clopk ftruck !'* 
and Opon her, I^dy Daljiit's, noticing, 
that he was a very exaft man, he, with 
his ufual flow of fpirits, happy in 
having got rid of the . difagreeable fub- 
je6l, continued, " I was always rec- 
VoL, IL I «' koned 



/* 
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*' fo. Ma'am j I pride myf elf upon iu 

" Pundhiality and truth ever go hand 

«* in hand with me. Mifs Bloflbm calls 

*' me an oracle ; Lady Bab, a time- 

" piece , and Mrs. Drive-it a regula- 

'* tor. I am \try forry to leave you ; 

*' but her ladyfliip will be all impa- 

*' tience, and I would not lofe my repu- 

*' tation with Lady Swallow -upon any 

*• account. Gadfo, LadyDafhit, i (hall 

" forget wyy^'//' prefently ; I muft tell 

**you a little anecdote, however, of 

*' Mifs Sneak before I leave you. — 

*' You know that (he lives as an hum- 

*' ble friend with Lady Di. Snapit ; her 

** Ladyflnp, you know, is very fond of 

" books, or at Icaft pretends to be fo : 

" but whether flic is or not is of little 

«* moment; 
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^ moment ; it b^ing no concern of 

** mine ; I fpeak^only as I hear. And 

^ this afFedgd penchant for literature, 

*' leads heir to notice thofe of her ac- 

** quaintance moft, who feem to have a 

'' fmatteringfor reading: this being re- 

/** marked by Mifs Sneak, who, you 

" know Ma'am, is of the wrong fide of 

'* thirty, and whofe education had 

" been neglecfled in the younger part 

of her life, and being defirous of rifing 

in the favour of Lady Di. was de- 

** termined to ftudy hard, in hopes of 

'^ gaining Lady Di's afFedlion : fhe 

"mentioned this to her ladylhip, re- 

" quelling her, at the fame time, that 

***(he would lend her a book to begin. 

" Lady Di, who took a pride in 

I 2 '^morti- 
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'* mortifying thofc (he had under her 
" command, and happy in laughing, at 
•' the expence of her dependents, ap- 
** plauded her defign, and pi omifed to 
*' lend her one of the moft ufcful books 
** in her library. It was a French and 
" Englilh Dictionary. Some days 
^' after, her ladylhip afked Mifs Sneak 
'' how fhe liked the book. Infinitely, 
" replied fhe ; it is the moft delightful 
« book I ever faw ; the fentences are 
*' all ftiort, and eafily underftood, and 
'* the letters charmingly ranged in 
" ranks like foldiers on the parade ; 
" whereas, in fome other books, which 
*' I have feen, they are mingled toge- 
« ther in a confufed manner, like a 
«* mere mob ; fo that there is no plea- 

'* furc 
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•' in looking at thc^p, and very diffi- 
'' cult to know what they mean. In- 
*• deed I am no longer furprifed at the 
•« fatisfadion your ladylhip takes in 
•*ftudy!^ — But commend me to the 
•< divine Mifs Trevor/* He was no 
fooner gone, than Lady Dalhit recol- 
Icw^ed having read this dory in fome 
book, which Spatter had been pleafed 
to give ta Lady Snapit ; but ho mat* 
ter, her thoughts were upon Sir Tho- 
mas Flam; and, as Mr. Spatter 4cnew 
his family, her doubts refpcfting him 
were done away. 
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CHAP. XXVIL 

"C*LINT having made his mafter ac^ 
quainted with what he had feen 
at Lady Dafhit's and the fcheme laid 
by Mr. Dangle's fervant to marry her 
under a feigned charader; Ramble» 
not willing to ftir in the buiinef& him-- 
felf, left Flint (hould be wrong in his 
ftory,told him, if he wa« not mift^ken 
in the man^ to go to Lady Daihit'aj 
fee her ladyfhip, and make her ac- 
quainted with it in the beft way he 
could ; but, on no account, to mention 
his name in it. 

Flint could not have been fent on a 

more 
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^more agreeable errand. He had a 
facaking kindnefe for Bridget, and 
was happy in an opportunity of feeing 
her. He polled, therefore, to the 
hpufe ; — being admitted, and meeting 
her in an antichambcri criea, «* Hearkee,. 
•* Mns. Bridget— Ithink they call you the 
« chamber-maid ?— Ar'nt thefe fame 
^ chamber, maids, always in the fecrets 
«^of thpir miftrefiei^^' — '« Do you 
'* imagine, I ihall anfwer you that 
^*queftion? (replied Bridget)"— — 
••Why not, honey? (returned Flint) 
^ Tve a little matter (d'ye fee) tocom- 
"Boijnicate to Lady Dalhit through 

' *• you, and that more nearly concerns 

••heir than (be would wifh to think.'* 

« Well^ come (faid Bridget) what is 

I 4 •« it? 
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fc it?-—** What is it, my jewel? (re^. 
«• plied Flint) That's too home a qucf- 
«' tion to be anfwercd, (d'ye fee) 
•'without fome little preface to it. 
'' We foldiers never fire without a make 
'' ready — ^prefent. You muft firft fwear, 
" honey> never to divulge it to any 
"creature living/* — ** Then, how 
•' (laid Bridget) can you communicate 
« what you have to fay to my Lady, 
*' through me, if I am not to tell it.** 
*• — Why, by my fait, that's true (re« 
*' turned Flint) — I did not tink of that ; 
«* Well then, child, you muft fwear 
"not to tell it to any body clfe." 
(Bridget all impatience) *' Well, I do 
<« fwear I will not — Come, let's have it| 
•* for a chambermaid, you know, is all' 

" curiofity." 
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•^curiofity." — --" That, (anfwercd 
J" Flint) is true again ; but for the oath 
« —now, d'ye fee, honey, a military oath 
" is always taken by kiffing the fword, 
«• and, as we have no fword here, why— » 
" you may — ki& w^;" (and took- hold of 
her) upon which flie, ftruggling to get 
from him, faid, " indeed Mr. Monfter 
" I Ihan't,*'— " But indeed Maiftrefs 
'* Baggage (laid Flint) you ftiall," 
and kiffing hen " by my foul, (faid he 
to himfelf) its as good as a dram in a 
cold frofty morning-^it has warmed me 
all over, ** Why, (looking at Bridget,) 
** d'ye fee, my charming chamber- 
«* maid, oaths muft be voluntary, or 
« they arc not binding; therefore kifs 
•* me of your own accord." — *• Don't 
I 5 *• be 
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'* be a fool, Flint ; (faid Bridget) if you 
"have any thing to fay, fay it; if not, 
" ril ftay no longer/'—'' Well, then, 
« (faid Flint) I'll tell you, You muft 
« knov¥, my dear Mrs. Bridget, when 
« my late maifter and I were at the 
•* fiege of Trincomalee, . . . Damme, it 
" was warm work that day ; — and we 
« fought it foot by foot ; I believe, if 
«< it had not been for us^ the place 
** would not have been carried !** Here 
Bridget again interrupted hini, wkh 
'« What have I td do with all this? — 
«* Whafs the /ecret you have to tell 
** me ?" — " Why, child, the fecret will 
«« come prefently* (anfwer ed Flint) ; I 
« muft lay the train before I can fpring 
" the mine ;-- -at this fame liege of Trin- 

" comalee. 
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** comalee, it was there I loft my eye ; I 
** ftiall never forget it ! — ^Wellj it was 
** loft in a good caufe, and, wiping the 
** other, as though crying, I don't 
« lament it."— « Come, (faid Bridget) 
'* .in a confoling accent, don't be caft 
** down Flint — it gives you a foldier- 
** like fiercenefs, that you woiild not 
^ have without it." — "Caft down 1 
•« No, by my fait, Flint was never yet 
" caft down, (returned he) ; the eye 
«* that's left, it's true, dropped a tear 
** at the remembrance of parting witfi; 
«an old friend; — that's all ; no, no, 
** Flint will never regret the lofs of 
•* an eye when his country calls for it* 
•' It might have been my life ! What 
^* then ? Nothing. It's a call of fer- 
16 •Wice 
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"vice, and I obey. Flint's, afraid of 
•• nothing but diihonour and difgracc." 
— '' Well, but Corporal, {(aid Bridget) 
" you're not come to the fecret yet ?" 
Still Flint went on, " I told you, I 
** believe, that my maifler and I 
** fought it foot by foot," (and here 
Flint brandifhed his flick with an af* 
ft&jcd air) ^ and when the walls gave 
**way, and we mounted the breach, 
M an officer in a private's uniform, op. 
«• pofed our entrance ; I levelled my 
•^ piece at him, thus, (levelling his 
*♦ ftick) and would have laid him flat, 
•* but my maifler checked me, '^ Re- 
" turn your arms, Flint, (fays he)-^he 
** is an officer; you may always know a 
•*4ontleman by his manner/* I remem^ 

w ber 
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•• ber it as well as if it was but yeftcr- 
** day — you may always know a jon- 

•^ tleman by his manner.*' *' And 

•' what, (faid Bridget) is all this to 
" me ?*' — " Don't be in a hurry, honey, 
" now thefecret's coming, (fays. Flint) 
•* but you muft fwear again," (and 
offered to kifs her). " TU fwear no 
«* more* whether you tell me or not/» 
(returned Bridget, with fome warmth). 
Here Flint paufcd a little, as if mufing, 
and then repeated, <« you may always 
" know a jontleman by his manner, — * 
*' Do you fuppofe now, my dear little 
*' curtain dufter, that this Sir Thomas 
" Flam, (as he calls himfelf) is a jon- 
" tleman?"— '^ Certainly I do, (fays 
Bridget,) with fome emotion^ fearing 

they 
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they were difcovered. "Don't be- 
** lieve it, don't believe it, (returned 
** Flint.) he*s no more a jcHitleman 
"than you are a prude;—- you may 
** always know a jontleman by his 
*^ manner ;■ — he has no more degnity 
«« than a baboon. He goes off like u 
•* flafh in the pan, fitz," (imitating 
the found with his voice). «* All 
♦*men, Flint, <faid Bridget) are not 
4« alike ; fome have more degnity, as 
« you call it, than others, witnefs 
«* yourfelf. They gain it often by ac- 
^ cident -, the. lofs of that eye, has 
•*made you look twice the man you 
/'would othcrwife have looked. *'-^- 
^Npne of your flings, Mrs. Bridget, 
^ none of your flings at me, (returned 

"Flint 
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" Flint), have a care, not to riife the 
•* lion, I tell you. Sir Thomas Flam is an 
•* impofter. I know him, he is Mr. 
f^ Dangle's fervant, and if a lady had 
« jnot been prefent, - 1 would have 
** kicked him out of the houfe.»* Here 
Bridget was much difconcerted, but, 
thoQght fhc, if I can but perfuade hirft 
to hold his tongue, till the marriage 
takes place, he may then tell it as 
Ibon as he will ; and turning round to 
Flint* ^ But are yoii fure you*re right ? 
(faid flie). " Sure as a rifle.barrel^»» 
(returned he) . *^ An impudent fcoun- 
« drel ! (fays Bridget) Well Mr. 
<* Flint, lam mach obliged to you for 
»* the difcovery, and fhall acquaint my 
*" Lady with it ; but as it will he beft to 

** punifh 
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*:purii(h him.rjpuHidcty, I ftiuft beg 
//you to keep it i feci;et till an oppor- 
//tiHiiiy- offers ito expdfe .him when 
** many arc by.*'-*-*^ That; (replied he) 
'« will be a good Joke, fait ; — you may 
'* rely upon Flint.'' — " Swear it, (faid 
"Bridget)."— " I do, — by thefe 
**fweet lips I do.** And here he 
found no difficulty to kifs Mrs. 
Bridget, who knew her only chance 
was to keep this fellow filent. Flint 
alked her when this fame Sir Thomas 
Flam would be here again? — '** In a 
*' few days, (faid Bridget). When we 
'* have laid the plan I will fend you 
"word, and till then, good bye to 
" you." Flint took himfelf off, with 
" Leave him but to little Flint, and 

he'll 
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he'll bring him to a court-martial^ 
and piquet him. 



CHAP. XXVIIL 

TJ AMBLE now received a letter 
from Mifs Rafpe; faying^ that 
her father was determined to fet out at 
the next day for Paris. That he had 
kept her in the dark till about two 
hours ago ; that fhe had tried various 
means to prevail on him to ftay a few 
days longer^but nothing would do; till 
at laft (he could only gain one day^ in 
order to have her teeth fet to rights 

bjr 
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by a dcntift, which Ihe thought a very- 

neceffary ftep, as they might not have 

fo good an opportunity again, between 

London and Florence ; that this had 

cfFedted the bufinefs, that he had con- 

fentcd to her fending for a dentift the 

next mornings and would ftay a day 

longer on that account. She wilhcd 

the Colonel would therefore' difguife 

bimfelf as a dennift, perlonate an old 

Frenchman, fpeaking broken Eo- 

gli{h> introduce himfelf as Dr. Soag^ 

9nd be with her at eleven in the mornr- 

ijtig; and> fhe flattered herfelf Ib^ fhpuld 

then have ajx opportunity of adjuAijig 

what was neceiJary before they left 

Kamble 
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Rambfe did not very well like this 
fchcme, but the time being fliort, he 
had no.alternative ; he procured a fear- 
kt roquclaure, a. bag of inftriimenti^ 
and tye-wig, painted' his face and fee 
off the next morning on this awkward 
piece of enterpriic. Whea he arrived 
ftt the hmfe, he was introduced into the 
r^om vrher^ Mi^. Rafpe feemed etu 
gaged. Raipe hearing he was a 
Frenchman^ and concluding he couhi 
mucv into no convcrfadon^ and« in-> 
deed he waa fa difguifed as to have alt 
the appeasance of a Frenchnian ; rang 
tfie bdl for a fervant^^fent him for his 
drnghtert isiadc a motion with his 
band as defiring him to he ficated, and 
tbdi pf occoded oa witet he was about^ 
■* . which 
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Which fecmcd'to be reading letters, 
and calculating refpeding the Slave- 
Trade ; for he was talking to himfelf 
ahd reckoning on his fingers. All Rannt- 
ble could hear him fay, was, Weft- 
India markets overftocked l-^-bad piece 
of bicflnefs this — better throw the flavcs 
overboard than fell them under price i—* 
keep them long, theyil eat their 
heads off. Mifs Kafpe now came in* 
to the room. '* Charlotte, the dentift 
** waits for you, (faid he} I fhall leave 
*' you to yourfclves ; jny teeth want a 
*• little dojflcring, when hthas^p^jj/e^rwrrf 
*' \xpon yod, he (hall do the fame with 
^5 me." . He waa. no fooner gone, 
than Mifs bolted the door, and the 
Colonel threw off his cloak, and laid 

his 
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his inftruments down, gave her a thou-- 
fand thanks for this well-contrived in- 
terview, but feared there would be no 
means of getting her away^ till they- 
reached Paris. Mifs Rafpe was of the 
fame opinion, particularly as their (lay 
in London would be fo fliort. Ram- 
ble faid it was of no great moment^ 
that a few more miles would make 
little difference. "Not, (faijd Mifs 
" Rafpe) unlefs we lofe fight of each 
" other." Ramble anfwered, *' that 
" will be in)poflibIe, unlefs he could 
'"travel in the clouds; every thing 
" feems in a fair way. Had an oppor- 
«* tunity even offered, I could not have 
" embraced it a few days ago, being in 
" want ca(h ; but now I am provided. 

" Nothing 
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«« Nothing, even in love, is to be done 
«« without money ; the wheels will not 
^ turn, the horfes will not gallop, nor 
«will the driver ftart. Be aflured I 
«* will watch your father's motions^ 
" for, having my dear angel, fo great 
" an objed in view, I will never lofe 
** fight of it." During this interview 
they were allowed time enough to fet- 
tle their plan of future proceedings* 
She could not acquaint him with the 
houfe they Ihould be at in Paris, as her- 
father would not inform her; but it was; 
fettled, that flie ihould let him kno^- 
by a line fent to the Englifti Cdffee-' 
houfe. She faid their ftay thidre. Would* 
be ftiort, that no one would travel' 
with them, but Brutus, the black, and' 

wiftied 



( t^r > 

wiflied he would contrive to take her 
from thence. He promifed if poflible 
to do it, and fcemed to make very little 
doubt of accomplilhing it. Rafpe's 
foot being heard upon the ftairs, fhe 
unbolted the door, and Ramble put on 
his cloak. Rafpe coming into the 
room, and finding he had finiflied with 
his daughter, fat down, bad him look 
into his mouth, and fee what was 
wanting. Ramble put on a pair of 
fpcftacles, and, holding up his head 
by the chin, faid, ** der is great deal 
" of fcurvy about dis head. Gums 
*' cnflammees, and vil be more 
'* vourfe, — dey (hou'd be lanced." 
Rafpe bawls out, *• Won't you hurt 
^* me ? I can't bear pain. I am fubjecft 

*' to 
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" to the tooth-ach." Mifs Rafpc 
flood behind all this time, and could 
not refrain from laughing at the oddity 
of the fcene. — " Vat I fhall do to thera 
" (faid Ramble) vil be very bon^ and 
*' you vil fcarce feel it ; but you muft 
'* take care not to catch cold after it." 
*' — Be quick, (faid Rafpe) for I hate 
" long jobs." — " Dere then," faid 
Ramble, cutting his gums all acrofs 
with his lancet, very deep, and which 
bled very much. Rafpe, jumping np 
with feeming pain, repeated his words, 
with great vociferation, " Dere then !— 
"damn the fellow — won't pay him a 
«* farthing — he's lanced me with a 
«« vengeance — out of my room. Sir, 
« or rU be the death of you."—" Blefs 

*''mc 
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** me, (fays Mifs Rafpe) how you bleed, 
"Sir!— rU fetch fome water," and 
took that opportunity to run out ; Dr. 
Snag followed her, obferving, that it 
would keep him fome days longer in 
London. And Rafpe, with his hand*- 
kerchief to his mouth, made the bcft of 
his way after thennl. 

Scarce jatn hour had elapfed after the 
Colonel had got home, before he re- 
ceived another letter from Mifs Rafpe, 
faying that her father had fcoldcd her 
for fending for fo ignorant a fellow ; had 
confulted his apothecary, who advifed 
him not to venture into the air till his 
gums were healed, of courfe took it for 
granted they (hould ftay a week longer ; 
Vol. II. K and 
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and would contrive to fee him again 
before they went. He took an oppor- 
tunity of returning Mifs Trevor the 
five hundred pounds (he had Co 
generoufly advanced for him, Un« 
willing to take it himfdf^ leaft by 
another iiiterview, he fiiould renew 
thofe fenfatioris that Were^ in jfome 
mcafure, aflecp ; he fent it by a friend, 
with a letter of unfeigned gratitude. 



CHAR 



( '95 ) 

CHAP. XXIX. 

T^TTE muft now turn our eyes to 
Lady Daftiit. Another inter- 
view with Tom had been appointed^ 
wherein it was expefted fhe would de- 
clare her determination refpecling him. 
She had feen him feveral times, and 
liked his perfon and manner ; was fatis- 
fied from Spatter's account of him, 
that his eftate could not be fo little 
as 2000I. a year ; (he, therefore, made 
up her mind on the bufinefi, and re- 
folved to be explicit when next he came* 
That time was now arrived, flic had 
been given to underftand he meant to 
wail on her that morning 5 and, that 
K 2 ihc 
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flic might not be interrupted, con- 
triYed to get Mifs Trevor from home- 
Within an hour of his coming, flie had 
been long in difcourle with Bridget on 
Mifs Trevor's conduiSt; (aidflie was 
an iaconfideratc girl, paid very Iii;tlc 
regard to. money, and that her fending 
500I. to rcleafe Colonel Ramble, a 
perfon flie was almoft a ftranger to, 
was an evident proof of it ; (he did not 
doubt but (he fhould live to fee the day, 
when ftie'd be a begger ; « Poffibly, 
r (faid her Ladyfliip,) (he may think to 
*' come in for fome of ftiine ; but PU 
*' take care into what channel mine 
<* goes. Sir Thomas Flam fliall have 
" mine, every fliilling of it.'^— *' Ah,that 
" he fliould, (anfwered Bridgctt) if I 

'' were 
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'* were you, my lady. I wonder he has 
•* not been here ; he generally keeps hrs 
" time." Scarce had (lie faid the word, 
but a great knocking was heard,'*' Per- 
« haps this is Sir Thomas ; fliall I go arid 
'^'fec;. my lady ?" Confent being given, 
fhe* went, and Lady Dafhit, in the in^ 
terim, determined to clofe the bufincfs 
at once. Her v ords were, • I (han't 
ftand fliilly-fhally upon the occafion, 
as girPs do.* Tom was^uftiered in by 
Bridget, and, addreffed Lady Dafhit, 
thus.-^*' My dear Lady Dalhit, I kifs 
" your hand. It feems an age fince I 
^'fawyou.** Bridget was ordered by 
her lady to leave the room, obferving 
** that wench would gladly have (laid 
" and Ijeard what we had to fay. Cham- 
K 3 «* bcrmaids 
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•' bermaidsare the moftcuriousand inqui^ 
" fitivc animals alive. " " They are like 
" gentlemens valiers, (cried Tom) whofe 
" mafters too apt to put ccmfidence ia 
" them, make them forward and im^ 
«' pertinent { mine is too much fb^ ' 
^\ Well now^ my dear Madam, permit 
" me to alk you, whether you have takea 
" the matter we were talking about 
*' into confideration« I am impatient 
'* for the happy day." — ^' Perhaps too 
'* impatient. Sir Thomas, (replied her 
*« ladyfhip.) He that weds in hafte, 
" fay, they repents at Icifure.*' — ^* No^ 
** man, (returns TomJ can poflibly re- 
•'repent giving his hand to oue of 
'' Lady Dafhit's amiable qualifications, 
** and .... he was going on, when unfor- 
tunately 
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tunately for him. Spatter, who had 
found his way into the houfe, and 
almoft into the room, was flopped by 
Bridget on the landing-place, who 
was heard to fay, without, " Indeed 
'* Mr. Spatter, you can't fee my Lady 
** now; ihe is particularly engaged."— 
Spatter was alfo heard to fay, *• I mull 
«• fee her; for I have news of the utmoft 
•' importance to acquaint her with, I 
*' fliall not detain her Ladylhip a mi- 
nute." He was not to be put back, and 
Bridget thinking if fhe opened the 
door, and he faw a gentleman with 
her, that he would naturally retire, 
opened it ; but, on fo doing, fo far from 
withdrawing, he pufhed right into the 
loom J T«n feeing him, drew back. 
K 4 .'^ M/ 
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" My dear Lady Dalhit, I beg your par- 
•* don for this intrufion, but I have a 
" matter for your private . ear, that 
" I am perfuaded you would wifli to 
*• know.-r-Mifs Bloflbm is * ... he was 
going on at a fine rate, but feeing ' 
Tom, flopped ihort, faying, ^ I thought 
" we had been alone ; pray who is that 
*' gentleman ?" — '* A particular friend 
"of yours, (faid Lady Dafhit) who has 
*' done me the honour of a vifit/' 
Spatter going up to Tom^ faid, 
'VSir, I am your moft obedient humble 
" fervant ;" — then addrelling himfelf to . 
Lady Dafliit, '* I have not ^the honour 
" to know the gentleman; but no mat-^ 
*• ter, what I am going to relate is no 
*^ fecret ^ *tis only that Lord Random 

«* has 
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♦' has returned Mi{s Bloirom» and will 
*^ have nothing more to do with her.*' 
How (faid Lady Daftiit to herfelf) not 
know him-— There muft be fomething 
treacherous in this piece of bufincfs, or 
Spatter muft have told a lie ; then 
addreiling herfelf to Tom, faid," Mr. 
•* Spatter is an old acquaintance of 
•'your's. Sir Thomas?*' — ^' I proteft, 
♦< (replied Tom) I never faw the gen- 
*' tlcman before.** — '^ Mr. Spatter, 
«' (faid Lady Dafliit) didn't you tell 
^* me that you was perfonally acquainted 
*^ with Sir Thomas Flam ? — That's Sir 
«* Thomas Flam.*' Bridget, who was 
all this time in the room, drew up to 
Tom, and took an opportunity, unno- 
ticed, to whifper in his ear, *f Brazen 
K c " it 
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^' it out, you may be Sir Thomas Flarrr, 
^^ot Lord Flam, for any thing he 
«* knows to the contrary/' Spatter 
kept eying Tofn all this time, and as 
unwilling as either of them to be 
found in a lie, determined to perfift in 
St, let what would be the confequence, 
or he never ihould be believed agaih* 
** Yes Madam, (faid he to Lady 
^* Dafliit), I have the pleafure to be 
** perfonally known to him, but your 
*' ladyfliip is joking with me now ; this 
" gentleman is no more Sir Thomas 
•' Flam, than I am Sir Thomas Flam." 
Tom then drew up to Spatter, angrily, 
faying, •* how dare you prcfume to 
** falfify my perfon ? You are difco- 
*• vercd in a barefaced lie, and now 

'^ want 
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'« want to bully it out ; (then addref- 

*' fing Lady Dafhit,) this man*s cha- 

•* ra<5i:ej is too well-known. He is not 

** acquainted with one man of fefhion 

" in ten, that he boafts of being known 

*' to." — ^* That / can take upon me 

^ to fay, (whifpers Bridget to her lady,} 

•' it was but the other day, he met with 

*' Lord Spangle, with whom he profef- 

•' fed an acquaintance for years, and 

*' yet didn't know him :" (then whif- 

pering to Tom,) '^ threaten him, and 

" you'll foon get rid of him," and went 

*' out. 

Spatter then addreflcd himfelf to 

Tom, " Such language as you have ufed 

** to me. Sir, is not to be put up with, 

K^ "Had 
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" Had I -a fword by my fide, as ycru 
** have, rd let you fee the length of 
'*it/' — *' Nothing, (replied Tom, 
" loudly) but this lady's prefencc 
** prevents me from treating you as you 
«* dcferve." During thcfe high words^ 
who fliould come in but Tom's maftcr, 
leading in Mifs Trevor. Tom, thun- 
derftruck, faid, ** My mafter here too! 
>* Now 'tis all over. They're againft 
*' the door, or I'd be oftV (He draws 
back, feeking for an opportunity to 
efcape) . *' What's the matter. Ma'am ? 
« (faid Mifs Trevor) I thought I 
•' heard high words, or I would not 
«' have intruded." — '' It is very unpo- 
«' lite, gentlemen, (faid Dangle,) to be 
«< quarrelling in the company of a 

ladv. 
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« lady.*' Spatter obfcrved, it was no 
quarrelj only a warm debate about a 
matter of little confequencc. " It may 
'* be of little confequence to you, 
«' gentlemeHjr (iaid Lady Dalhit) but 
'* to me it is of the grcateft.'* . 

Flint, having been fent by his mailer, 
with Rattle and Saunter, to Saunter's 
houfe, in. order to bring fomething 
back; and pailing by vLady Dafhit's 
where he faw the chair that had 
brought Sir Thomas Flam before, gave 
the gentlemen a ihort account of what 
he knew, and wiftied them to ftep in ; 
they, as defirous as he could he of 
enjoying the confufion that muft 
arife on the difcovery ; knocked, 
and enquired if he was not there; and 

being 
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anfwcred in the affirmative^ faid, they 
had bufinefs of confequence >i^'ith Lady 
Da(bit> and mufl^fee her : accordingFy 
they were admitted; and» the door 
l^eing open, they entered the room 
daring this fcene. Tom finding himfeff 
furrounded by his enemies, endeavoured 
•to flipaway, but Flint (lopped him with> 
" Hold faft there, honey, I muft have 
«* a little bit of talk with you, before I 
'* go.** (Tom walks about as angry, 
hanging his head, left he (hould beknown 
to his mafter. ) You are come, gentle- 
« men, at a fortunate moment, (faid 
*' Dangle) Mr. Spatter -has contrived 
** to get himfelf into a quarrel with a 
«* gentleman here upon a vifit to Lady 
^^ Dafhit. Swords were talked of, and» 

« (laughing; 
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^ (laughing,) had it not been for our 

*' coming in, as we did, there roight 

«• have been bloody work/' Mife 

Trevor and LadjrDaihit now retired to 

-the other part of the room, converfi 

witheach other, and Saunter, who was 

.dFa fatyrical turn> obfcrved to ]>4QgIe, 

laughing, " that if blood had been fhed, 

" it would have been flaying the enemy 

'• without quarter, which,inmy opinion, 

•' (faid he) is murder; for Spatter, I'll 

" be fworn, would have rtade no r«- 

: *' fiftance but with his tongue ; and as a 

/< coward cannot. t)e an honeft man^ 

*' there muft have beenfome foul play 

«* in Spatter/* Dangle going up to 

Tom, addreiles him with, •« As a 

«* ftranger. Sir/-— — (Hetc he flopped 

• ♦ fojr 
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for he did not difcover him till this ma- 
ment) " How's this? (cried he) mry 
•' varlctof a fervant drefied up in the 
" habit of a gentleman ?'* This was 
heard by the whole company. Flint 
anfwered him> " Yes your lionour. He 
" was retreating, but littleFlint flopped 
« him**' — " Detain him, (faid Dangle) 
** a little longer.'* Flint accordingly 
put him back, takes his fword from him, 
and mounts guard, as it were, ovter him. 
V Mr. Danglers fervant ! (exclaims 
" Lady Dafhit, then have I been duped 
*' indeed^ He pafled himfelf on me, 
« (faid (he to Dangle) for a Yorkfliire 
" baronet." — •• So I find, (returned 
« Rattle) We learned the greateft part 
** of what pr^d before we came in ; 

•'for 
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♦* for Flint difcovered him the laft vifit * 
" he made to your ladyfhip^ and catrte' 
'* now with us to acquaint you with it." 
•* Spatter's right for once^ (faid RattleJ 
" in not knowing him to be Sir Tho- 
"mas Fhm.** At this Spatter began 
to.triumphj fayrng^ <^aml yet I could 
^ not obtain credit !**-.-** Nay, returnar 
^* Saunter) don't boaft of your veracity ; 
" rU appeal to Rattle, did not you tdl 
" me this mornings Rattle, of a convcr-' 
*• fation that pafled between you and 
" Spatter, rcfpeding an embarraflment 
"he was. under here, in inadvertently, 
" as he was pleafed to term it, affert-- 
" ing to Lady Dalhit, that he was per- 
" fonally. acquainted with Sir Thomas^ 
" Flam, when he was confcious there 

" was 
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•' was confcious there was no fach man 
•« cxifting ?"— ^^ I did, (anfwcred 
'* Rattle} and am happy in being here 
" to confront him/* — •* Fecfidious 
*^ man 1 (exclaiaied Lady Da(h^) but 
•'.I dcfcrve it."—-*' With wh4 pw- 
«' priety^ (faid Dangle to Spattdr) can 
** you cxpeA to gain credit^ wheh ycfar 
^ whole life is made up of lies and de« 
<f ceit ? My incautious difpofition led 
*^ m^ as it has done others, to entertain 
^< a farouiable opinion of you. But 
** you have always reprefcnted me as a 
<' man without refoiution. True 
<< enougbj I wanted refolution to drop 
^^ypu* I have at laft found you out> 
« and pronounce you to be a hypocri- 

« tical 
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*^ tical« gofliping liar ; . a mifchief-- 
•* maker in families 5 the bane of fo- 
^* ciety s and, of courfe, ought to be 
** (hunned as a peftilencc* You la- 
«' boured to Idwer me in the opinion 
" of my friends, but your artifices have 
** been feen through, and we have to- 
*• tally donq with you.»> Spatter now 
ftruck down \rtch confiiioui guilt, ap--^ 
plied to Saunter to make his peace with 
I^dy Dafiblt, and with Dangle> butcould 
not fuccecd; he then tried Rattle, but 
all to no purpofe. He applied fifil^ to 
one and then to another^ and finding 
them all againft him, and reproaching 
him, he thought the bed thing he could 
do, was to decamp, and accordingly 

« left 
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left the room. "Next (faid RattleJ 
*^ to the fetisfaclioit I receive in the. 
" profpcrity of an bonejt mkn, I am bclT 
•* pleafed in the confufion of a rafca/." 
^* Having now got rid (faid Dangle) of 
*' one rafcal^ let's fee what's to be done 
•* with the other- Flint bring forward 
" your prifoncr;** Flint cries, " I will 
" your honour,*' and marches him up. 
«' The rafcal's very looks betray him, 
«• (faid Dangle)* What, villain, was 
*' your view in all this ?" — *' He want- 
*' ed, your honour, (anfwers Flint 
" for him^) to marry Lady Daihit under 
" falfe cokHirs.*' — " It is a pity, (re- 
*^ turned Dai^le) there is no law. to pu- 
^ nifli fuch a nwfcreant as he deferve*.'^ 

*' The 



( V3 ) 

« The war is over, (fays Rattle) or we 
" might fend him for a foldier.'*^— » 
** No, your honour, (replied Flint) that 
** would be difgracing the profeffion.** 
*' You're right, Flint, (returned Rattle) 
** I did not think of that/^-~" The 
" beft way, (faid Saunter) is, I believe* 
*' to put him into Flint's charge, and let 
** him ftrip him, and turn him into the 
" ftreet."~*< No, not ftrip hims (rfP^i?^ 
" Dangle to Saunter) the cloathcs are 
*' not mine,(and then to Tom,)letmene- 
** ver fee your face agaim"— " Take him. 
« away, Flint, (faid Rattle)/' — *' I will 
'< your honour (replied Flint) ai^^^when, 
'•Iquit himt ftiaU I give him.a^part- 
" ing kick?'^*— *« J>p w;hat yoi^ .will. 

'^with 
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« With him, (faid Dangle) there's no- 
** thing too bad for him.". At this, 
Flint cottafcd Tom, and dragged him, 
out, with " Come along, honey— come 
«* along. Sir Thomas Flam 5 come 
'* along r* and the parties retired to talk 
the matter a little further over. 

The reader will pardon a refledlion 
naturally occurring on this fubjed,that 
it is the folly and weaknefs of fomc 
women that lays them open to fuch ar- 
tifices, and if they are entrapped, it is in a 
fnare of their o>^ n contriving : and, with 
rcfpedt to Spatter, however ufeful, or 
entertaining a man may render him- 
fclf to hiSs acquaintance, and have his 

faults 
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fauitt thus overlooked for a time; 
there is no feniible man but fees 
through the deceptions of a knave^ 
and willj in the end^ fet his fac« 
. againft him. 
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